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Prilog

br. 1: Pismo Bernarda O'Sullivana

veleposlaniku Tvrtku Andriji Mursalu

Bernard Francis O'Sullivan

O’SULLIVAN &CO.

ATTORNEYS., NOTARIES & CONVEYANCERS UNITED BUILDING
Cor. MAIN & STANHOPE ROAD
CLAREMONT, 7700 CAFE

Our Ref, E0'S/hvdp TELEPHONE: 61-1007/8

Your Ael s
FAX 611008

January 1992

Mr T A Mursalo

Office of the Republic BEElEIEEEEJiih_EﬁEP
of Croatia

P.O. BOX 30

CRESTA

2118

Dear Mr Mursalo,

In accordance with our conversation I am enclesing the following:

A complete photostat copy of the Cowaill Report.

2. A copy of my affidavit dated 16 April 1987.

L

A copy of my affidavit dated 21 May 1990,

An extract from The Observer dated 21 October 1990,

S

5. A copy of a Regimental Order signed by me.

The more I study the documents in the repert the more 1 become
convinced that Lieut-General McCreery stands as the person
responsible for the debacle over the repatriation of my 900 Croats.

This has at all times been my attitude. I was there that day and I know

precizely what I am talking about. What is more Lieut- 1eral McCreery
¥ ¥ ¥

was alsc in Carinthia that very day.

I know for a fFact that the

final decision to

i me te the border was made by 8 Army Advance

Headquarters at

on 24 May
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8 Army Advance Headquarters was at a point South of the road between
Spital and Villach whilst I was en route to Rosenbach with 900
Croats and two generals. As the evidence unfolds it transpires

that the repatriation of these 900 Croatians is the most serious of
all the repatriations. They were the last batch to go because

they were found to be deep into Rustria and the furthest away from

the boxder,

At page 194 (x) of the report it is stated that 5 Corps kept 8
Army informed through daily sitreps. While this is correct

8 Army could also see for itself what was going on. Of this T
am certain because the officer who reprimanded me knew exactly

what my orders were.

At page 192 of the report at (vii) the report agrees with me that
on 23 May 1945 A.F.H.Q definitely forbade the repatriation of the
Yugoslavs. Yet on 24 May 1945 at about S5pm I arrived at Advance
8 army Headgquarters with two generals and 900 Croats and for some
unknown reason was severely reprimanded for bringing them there. I

was then ordered to the border.

At page 194 of the report at (xi) the report states that “from a

British point of view the entire operation had gone smoothly,

without any direct need for direct use of force by British troops".

Wenn
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3,

I deny this. The Croats were ordered very forcibly by the Welsh
Guards to lay down their arms in my presence. This they did and it
is incorrect to say that this was not done by force.

The prisoners were then handed over to Tito's men who all the time

were outside the ring of headlights of the trucks.

As late as August 1990 Brigadier Cowgill believed that there had
never been an Eighth Army Headquarters detachment north of Udine

between 19 May 1945 and 24 May 1945.

A short while later he was surprised to find out that I had
been right all the time and actually telephoned me from London
to give me the news. He then faxed me a map and an order showing

8 Army Tactical Headgquarters as having been located immediately west

of Klagenfurt, This may have been so but I know for a fact that there

was yet another and as yet undisclosed 8 Army detachment south of

the road between Spittal and Villach. Why has this presence never been

revealed? What are the names of all the 8 Army officers in Austria
on 24 May 19457 I think there must be a lot of information still
to be obtained if the War Diaries of 8 Army (Main, Forward and Rear)
and of 78 Division and 6 Armoured Division were to be examined. It
is also imperative that Brigade and Regimental War Diaries be

examined and I think this should be done as soon as possible.

The handing over of these 900 Croatian prisoners of war on 24 May
1945 was one of the great tragedies of World War 2 and should

never have taken place.

4 s



It could be maintained that the handing over of Croats followingthe
order of 17 May 1945 is in a different category. This could be so
because it is just possible that there was a misunderstanding. But
there can be no misunderstanding whatscever by Lieut-Seneral McCreery
of the order issued by A.F.H.Q on 23 May 1945. (Key Paper 228). It
wugt be noted that there is no record, official or otherwise, of Lieut

General McCreery querying the order.

It will no doubt be argued in defence of Lieut General McCreery that
notwithstanding the commencewment of the withdrawal of Tito's forces

from Carinthia on 21 May 1945 (Key Paper 212), that there was still

NATIONAL SECURITY AND THE FUTURE 4 (9) 2008.

danger of military conflict with Tite. The answer to that theory is

that as far as clearing the decks for action against 1ito was concerned it
was Just as easy for we to have taken the 900 Croats south to Udine as

it was for we to take them to Rosenbach. I was used to tuking prisoncrs
south to Udine, I was taking prisoners south to Udline on a duily

gasis any;ay. The road through Tarvisio was not all that congested. This
was the.one and only occasion that I did NOT take prisoncrs of war to
Udine. Thus there was no excuse for Lieut General McCrueery to disobey

the order because he wanted to clear the decks for action aguinst Marshal

Tito's forces.

A nation which produced Magna Carta and which stood out alone against the
Nazis in 1940 does not deserve to be associated with Licut General MeCreery's
error vis a vis the 900 Croats, It was not a political decision. It
was an ad hoc military decision and it was a wrong decision and completely
unwarranted. What is worse it was a clear cut disobeyal of an order

issued on 23 May 1945 emanating from A.F.H.Q and in turn from rhe Combined

Chiefs of Staff in London and Washington.
S
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A.F.H.Q must have had very good reason for not wanting the prisoners

to be returned if force was to be used. I refer to Key Paper 155
when Field Marshal Alexander on 17 May 1945 advised the Combined
Chiefs of Staff not to return the 25 000 German Troops to Tito

"because it might be fatal to their health".

In my view the handing over of the Croats was ncta British
decision and that the real culprit was at B Army Headquarters and
that this culprit deliberately disobeyed orders. The

evidence points directly at Lieut General McCreery. I

have maintained this stance throughcut. He made a very

wrong appreciation of the situation.

As early as 1987 I made it clear &n my affidavit that

Bdvance 8 Army sent me to the border. I deliberately avoided

5 Corps. ( I remember a section of 5 Corps as having been billeted

in the centre of Villach at a Hotel. (It could have been
the Post Hotel which I have since wvisited). I was startled
when these generals expressed a fear of execution.

I therefore chose B Army in preference to 5 Corps as I needed
an immediate decision at the highest level. I had taken
hundreds of prisoners by this time. These were the only

prisoners to express fear of execution without trial.

I note from page 224 of the report that Lieut General
McCreery made an extensive visit to the 5 Corps area on 24th

and 25th May 1945.

€/
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Could a check not be made to prove that I am right and that he did in
fact set up a temporary Advance Headguarters for those two days south
of the road between Spittal and Villach? It was a small sign at the
side of the road but I had spotted it. It must surely be possible to
ascertain who it was who ordered me to the border in contravention
of the order contained in Key Paper 228. A list of the names of the
officers who accompanied Lieut General McCreery must surely appear in

8 Army War Diary.

I had been an Assistant adjutant and an Intelligence Officer in 13
Corps in the 105 Anti Tank Regiment. I annex a copy of a Regimental
Order signed by me to prove it. I had also been a Troop Commander.in
the Italian Campaign. I was not without experience in intelligence in
the field. My associates at 13 Corps were Major Le Grice and Lieut

Peter Mason.

History will want to know why Lieut General McCreery ignored Field Marshal

Alexander's order of 23rd May 1945.

The reason why I picked on 19 May 1945 in my second affidavit was

simply because it came out in the libel trial that the Croats were the

very first of the Yugoslav prisoners of war to be repatriated. I conformed
to this new information, It was only on receiving a copy of the Cowgill
report at a later stage and reading about the 900 Croats that it became
obvious to me that my first affidavit putting the date of my involvement as
“towards the end of May" was in the final analysis the correct version

of the date after all,
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It seems that the 900 Croats are very important indeed.

Brigadier Céngll mentions them a few times in his report. I

must state that I picked up these 900 Croats deep into Austria

and a very long way from the border. Sending them back had

nothing to do with “clearing the decks" for action. They were
already completely cut of the area anyway. I picked them up

on the northern side of the mountain range in the region of Radstad
north of Spittal. They were peaceful and making no trouble

and were completely out of the way. This was the one and oﬁly

time that I had to go out of our own area, as we knew it, in order

to pick up prisoners.

I note in the Sunday Times on 12 January 1991 that Count Tolstoy
is about to publish a revised Croatian version of his book.

This coupled with the independence of Croatia makes it
%mpﬂrative and as a matter of urgency that the blame be

put here and now where it correctly belongs. It certainly

does not belong to Mr Churchill or Field Marshal Alexander.

Thank you very much for the photostats of newspaper items.
I have not had a chance to read them as yet and will give

you my comments at an early date,
With all best wishes.

Yours sincerely

R e

BERNARD O'SULLIVAN
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Prilog br. 2: Preslika izvornog dokumenta, Affidavit
(Izjava dana pod prisegom) od 15. travnja 1987

= v
TUOALL WHUM 1P MAY CONUCERN
HewpRiICKdS ey
1, JACOBUS CASPARUS HENMTCKES MULLER /

Keglstiar of the Supreme Court of South Africa (Cape of

Cood tlope Provincial Division) hereby certily that

[AN ALEXANDER DICHMONT

whose Signature 15 alfixed to the Affidavit signed by
bERNAKD FRANCIS O'SULLIVAN and dated 15th April 1987,

and marked "A", 1s a Notary Public Ly lawful authopivy

duly admitted and sworn, residing and practising at Cape
Town 1n the Provinee of the Cape of Cood Hope, and that

to all Acts, lastruments, Documents and Writings, subsceibed
by him in that capacity full faith and credence are given

in Court and thereout, within the said Province.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE, at CAPE "UWN
aforesaid, this szii day of APRIL 1n the year ol wur

Lord One Thousana Nine Hundred and kighty Seven (1987,

Bin,.

wyistrar of the

Supreme Court of South Alrica
(Cape ol Goad Hope Provincial
Division)
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BERNARD PPRANCIS O'SULLIVAN do hereby make

cath and say :

THAT I reside at "valentia", Victoria Road,

Bantry Bay, Cape Town, South Africa.

THAT I was born on the 18th day of DECEMBER

1918.

THAT I am an attorney of the Cape Provincial
bivision of the Supreme Court of South Africa
practising under the name of O'Sullivan &

Compdny at United Buildings, Maln Road, Clarcmont,

Cape Town.

THAT in May 1945 I was a Lieutenant in the 64th
Anti Tank Regiment, Royal Artillery, [orming part
of the 78th Infantry Division of the Eighth Army.
That I seconded to the British Army in 1943 having
previohsly served in the South African Army since

1940.

That | annex hereto a photostat of wmyszclf showing

the Y8th Divisional flash togcther with a Ccopy ot
a levrer from the War Office. (Annuxure A s E)

That at the time T was billeted ac Puttendor:t

west of Spittal in Carinthia. (vide Anncxure C

which 1is a plotostat of part of a map issued to
e a4t the time.)

THAT I/... .
PAra

d{...



THAT I cannot remember the exact date that I
arrived in Austria, but I was in Austria about

a fortnight when the following event took place.
I would estimate it as having taken place towards

the =nd of May 1845,

S, THAT I was given a map reference and told to

transport a number of Croatian soldiers who had

surrendered,
6. THAT the map reference referred to a place the
name of which I have forgotten. It turned out
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to be an open field the other side of a mountain
which is to the north of Spittal. It toock me

about two hours to get there.

7. THAT my orders were typewritten and that I threw
them away when the mission was accomplished. I
cannot remember who signed them. My orders were
to escort the Croatians forthwith into the custody
of the Welsh Guards who were to be found at a place
called Rosenbach south east of Villach. That was
all that was on the message pad. The fact that
Rosenbach was near the Yugo-Slav border held no
implications for me whatsoever. I was completely
new to’ the country. We were cxtremely busy roundlng
up prisoners and putting them into enclosures and

trying to feed them.

CONDITIONS WERE7 pata 1/
puye 3/

e > e
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Conditions were chaotic with thousands of
displaced persons trying to wake their way

home along the congested roads.

Among them were prisoners from the concentration
camps still in their blue and white striped prison

uniforms. There was much confusion with little

odveo sam u smrt 900 Hrvata

time to think and there was also a tremendous

E-}

:g- language problem. We simply carried out orders
8_ as quickly as we could and without gueScion in
©

g all this confusion. I had no idea that there
@©

7] was anything out of the crdinary about these

o

;E particular orders.

>

N

[3)

g 8. THAT with about 40 NCO'S and men I proceedcd
ig over the mountain to the appointed place.

> :

= I arrived at about 10 am and found three gencrals
>

- and about 800 armed men in an open field.

o

=

=

9. THAT the three generals were seated at a table
at the side of the field drinking wine and swoking
whilst a priest was saying Mass in the middle of
the field, ‘

10 THAT the generals appeared very pleased to see ne

-

and offered me wine and Turkish cigarettes all of

which I accepted, They asked permission for the

Mass to be concluded and this I readily agreed to.

THEY HAD/... ;
/ para 10/
page 4/

ALy
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They had obviously been waiting for me. The
conversation was conducted through a thin faced
clean shaven man of sallow complexion who was
slightly above average height and who spoke very
good English. He advised me that betore the war
he had held some fairly high position at the Lloyd-
Triestino Shipping Line offices in Trieste.

When the generals spoke to me I distinctly remember
that I chose to talk almost exclusively through the
interpreter. My usual tactics in these situations
wis to resort to French of which I have a working

knowledge. When I did speak to the generals I
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probably spoke to them in French., I cannot remember
if any of them spoke English. We seemed to get along
well enough without English. The generals were
thick set and of average heigﬂt put beyond that I
cannot describe them. lowever my wWhole raéport Wa s
through the interpreter who actively cngaged we in
conversation and it was through him alone that I
actually communicated,The interpreter was about tuen

years younger than the generals.

11. The interpreter asked me where I was taking thewn
to and I replied I was to take them south and that
I was to hand them over to a British Regiment in
accordance with my orders. My relationship with
them was cordial. This answer appeared to satisry

th¢ gcenerals.

AS MASS/. ..
pata 13/,

.ﬁ-’l‘.‘;"’"‘r-—' page 5 /..
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As Mass was finished by this time I requested cthat

the troops get mounted. The men Werc all armed.
I had no orders to disarm them.
12, 1 was driving a captured Mercedes Benz sedan and

regquested two of the generals and the interpreter
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to come into my vehicle. Phe third general drove

he]

:g- pehind me. I think he was driving a Tetra. They

[}

% had an odd assortment of motor cars with them. Onw

N

13 of them was a Studebaker. The convoy moved Off with
@©

g my vehicle in the lead. The men were mounted 1n open
4 trucks.

>

N

9]

o

g 13. THAT a long discussion took place in my vehicle. The
*g upshot of it was that the interpreter advised me

=

> that whereas the Croats had been fighting for the

[

g Germans it was a case of “the lesser of the two evils
= for them," Those were the actual words. They said

it had been absolutely impossible to remaln neutral

and that they had been in a difficult situation and

that they had therefore fought for the Germans rather
than fight for the Russians. They were anti communistic.
They were obviously out to impress me but I listened
attentively nevertheless. I was not in a position to
discuss the matter with them as T knew very little sbout

the conflicts between the peoples of their country.

HOWEVER THE/... para 13/.
: page o /..
== =

117



However the following point was made very clear to
me. The terms of the surrender laid down that they
were Lo be taken prisoner only by the army against
which they had been fighting at the time of actual
surrender and no other and that was why they were
so pleased to be in ny temporary custody until such
time as I handcd them over to a British regiment.
As yet they had not laid down thelr arms.

As long as they were going to be handed over for
disarming by a Britishregiment they were satisfied.
I too was satisfied that this was the correct legal

positinn apd was in line with the terms of surrender.

NATIONAL SECURITY AND THE FUTURE 4 (9) 2008.

14. After travelling for about an hour we started to
ascend the mountain, I distinctly remember the angle
of ascent on a sign post. It was 29%. The road was
not tarred and it started to rain. The Croats had to
get off the open trucks and push as the tyres Wele
slipping on the road. A 25 pounder Field Artillery
Regiment met us coming from the oppogitc direction
and we were forced off the road. when we started
up again the general following behind me shouted that
his engine was "KAPUT", I shouted to him I would
walt for him at Spittal, I pointed Lo the othér wide
of the mountain. It was raining heavily. I never

saw him again.

»

ON ARRIVAL AT/.... para 15
: e i i
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15. On arrival at Spittal 1 waited for a few minutes -
for the general but he did notappear. 1 went on
without him. At this stage we turned east. The

gunerals now asked me why We wWele going east. Quite

innocently I told them we were going to kosenbach.
I had not tried to conceal this from them. Had they

asked me earlier I would have rold them. Wwhen they

odveo sam u smrt 900 Hrvata

heard this they became very excited and told me that

d

kosenbach was on the Yugo-Slav porder and that I was

SI0 sam zapovije

in fact taking them to Yugo Slavia and that they would
all be shot. This was the first inkling that 1 had

that something was wrong. The generals said they hdd

a right to be taken to a British general to state their
case and that they would surrender only to British
troops. They sald that the lives of the men behind us
were at stake and that it was my duty to accede to

thueir recquest.

Miroslav Medimorec: lzvr

16. PHAT I was aware that an advance party of Eighth Army
Headquarters had arrived in the area. I had seen the
sign south of the main road between Spittal and Villach
which by this time we WEre now approaching. Thinking
there could be some mistake 1 immediately decided to

take the generals to Advance Eighth Army Headquarters. -
THAT I LEFT/... para 17/..

page & /..

< L I )
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17.

18.

PHAT T left the convoy parked alongside the road
and took the two generals and the interpreter up
to the Headguarters which was on the side of a
hill. That I reguested the generals to stay

seated whilst I went inside the house.

PHAT I was taken to a staff offacer. L think he
wds a major. He was a man of medium height and
aged about forty. 1 told him 1 had two Croatian
generals outside and that they did not want to go
to Rosenbach as they would all be shot by Tito's
forces. The mujor was immediately hostile to
me. He asked me what right I had to come there
and what were my orders. He appeared to know y
orders perfectly. I said my orders were to hand
over the prisoners to the Welsh Guards at Rosenbach.
The major then reprimanded me severely. He was
furious with me. He told me to obey orders or
fuce the consequences and to get moving. 1
went outside and he followed me. To my complete
surprise the interpreter had changed into civilian
dress whilst I was inside, This made the major
even more furious and he reprimanded the interpreter

severely and asked him what right he had to take

off his uniform. The major aygaln told me to getl
moving. I returned to the convoy and proccoded
castward.

THE ATMOSPHERE/. ..
'_'C"'_;:-zj [J(u[_“: 9 x- .

,?j;ff

pura 19/..



19, The atmosphere in wy vehicle now became tense.
The generals rcefused to talk Lo me and muttered
amongst themsclves. I could only assumne that
they considered that I had not prescnted thelr
case properly or worse still that I had been

deceiving them right from the start. They had
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not seen the major dressing me down inside the

building,

20. It was getting dark Ry this Liwe and I tock

wrong turning. We Were now well on our way to

Miroslav Medimorec: lzvr§io sam zapovijed

Rosenbach and were east of villach. We heard
shooting ahead and we had to turn the convoy

back on a narrow country road. This took some
time. Some armed Yugo-Slav partisans arrived
and started to interfere with us. when "they

saw that we were all armed and that we out
numbercd them they left us alone and we went
back down the road. I cannot say why the
Yugo-Slav prisoners did not attempt to cscape

at this stage. They were all armed and could
casily have jumped from the opun trucks into che
darkness. Possibly it was due to fear of meeting

more partlsans.

THAT AT ABOUT/... para 21/..
page 10/ ..

__._F-"f_
M fV’g

N

=
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21.

22.

THAT at about 10pm we arrived at Roscnbach
where I was met by a detachment of Welsh Guards,
A circle of light was made from the hceadlights
of the vehicles.. The Welsh Guards ordered the
Croats to put their arms onto the ground. This
they did. The pile was very big and about six
feet high., Nothing else was taken rrom the
Croats, Tito's men were some yards away but
clearly visible with the red star on their
uniforms just outside the circle of light.

The men were then marched towards Tito's men.

1 could not see what happened after that but
there was a lot of shouting in the darkness.

By this time it was about 11 pm and I left
taking one of the Croat’s motor cars with mec.

I left about tweﬁty three motor cars with the

Welsh Guards.

THE incident disturbed me deeply and the next

day I reported the matter to my commanding officer.

lle knew as much as T did. We all had a lov of

work on our hands,. I do not think that anybody

had much idea of what was gyoing on 1n all thu chawos.

In any case we went immediately onto our next Jjob
of rounding up more prisoners and sorting out the

55 troops from the Wehrmacht.

THAT I LEPDT/...
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23.

24.

25.

THAT I left Austria a day afrer the atom bomb

was dropped at Hiroshima. Phot I was demobilised
in September 1345 in Cape Town. That in 1946

I was shocked to read in Life magazine that all
these prisoners had been shot within hours of

their being handed over.

PUAP the incident has worried me over the past 42
years and I.have often spoken to my children about
it. That two years ago I tried in valn to find
the relative copy of Life magazine. 1 asked the
Librarians in the South African Librury to find 1c.
They spent many hours looking for it, I alsc wrote
to the New York offices of Time/Lire. I received
4 note in return to the effect that the Septemuer
1946 issue might be what I was looking for. The
issue was not in the South African Public Library.
I intended to take the matter furthur at some Stage
put due to pressure of work I have dulayed doing =o.
It was only after reading the book "The Minlster and
the Massacres" by Nikolai Tolstoy that I found out
what really was going on behind the scenes in Austrld

in May 1945.

THAT I make this affidavit in the loterests of vouth

and history and with complete impartiality.

1 CERTIFY/... ; page 12/



PAGE 12

1 certify that the Deponent has signed tvhis affidavit at

CAPE TOWN in the Republic of South Alrica belore me on

the /S’Zday of ﬂ’/)ﬂ‘e 1987 and that he has acknowlodged
that he knows and understands the contents of this affidavit,
and that he has no objection to taking the oath and that he

considers it binding on his conscience and, that he uttered
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the following words :

Wl swear that the contents of this declaration are true, S0

help me God."

[AN ALEXANDFR DICHMONT
55 St. Georqge's-Street
CAPE TOWN

Republic of South Africa
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Prilog br. 3: Preslika izvornog dokumenta , Affidavit
21. svibnja 1990.

T0 ALL WHCM IT MAY CONCERN

I, J.00AUS CASTARUS HENDHICKUS LIULLLR

Regiutrer of the Supreme Court of South Africa (Caps of
Good Hope Frovincial Division) hereby certify thut

TAN AL A1DER DICHLOD

wiose slgnature ie affixed to the Affidavit sipgned

by BiutHAuD FRANCIS O'SULLIVAN and dated ey, 1990,
and marked "A'", is a llotary Publie by luwful authority
duly admitted wnd eworn, residing and practising at

Caps Town in the IProvinoce or the Cape of Good Hope, wd
that to all Aects, Instruments, Documents and Writings,
gubseribed by him in that capaoity full felth and credence

ure given in Court ond theresout, within the suald Frovinece,.

GIVEN UMDER MY HAND AlD SUAL OF OFFICE, at CAPE TO4U
aforveaid, thia;/_/f' day of MAY in the year of Our Lord
One ‘Thousand Nine lundred and Hinety (1990),

Suprems Court of South Arrica
(ceape of Good Hops Frovineiul
Division)

od
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AFFIDAVIT

1, the undersigned

BERNARD FRANCIS O'SULLIVAN

90 hereby wake oath and say:

1.

2.

(ai

(b)

- Qver to Tito's forces ip my presence,

That I aw an attorney of the Cape Provincial Division of the

Supreme Court of South Africa practising under the name of

0'Sullivan and Company at United Building, Claremont,
Town and resident at "Waterville"

Cape
Ravine Road, Bantry Bay,
Cape Town.

That the purpose of this affidavit is to request the Gowgill
Commission to make the following specific separate findings
quite apart from other findings it may make in respect of
Cossack prisoners of war who in 1941 had been Soviet citizens

and soldiers and who had deserted the Russian Arny to join
the German Army;

- That certain-900 Croatian prisoners of war and two generals

handed over by me to the Welsh Guards at Rosenbach on or
-about 19 May 1945, which pPrisoners were lumediately handed
Wele not Soviet Cltlizens;

That in view of the fact that these Croatian Prizoncrs of war
had never been Soviet Citizens they were thercfore not subject
to the Agrecuent at Yalia in February 1945 and thus st

wuld not
have been nanded over,
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{c)

(d)

kP

4.

That the ldentity of the person who ordered Lord Aldington
to sign the order in retrospect some two days later, on 21
May 1945, by which time all the prisoners had already been
handed over and probably shot, should in the interest of
history and justice be made public;

That it was incumbent on any officer having received such an
order to study the woral imperative which canfronted him so
far as these Croatian prisoners of war were concerned and to
have gone on official record in the War Diary as having
queried such an order and that Clause 2(c) in Annexure "A"

hereto should never have been included.

That I refer to my affidavit dated 15 April 1987 and confirm
its contents subject to certain amendments and additional

information contained in this affidavit,

‘That evidence emerged at the trial of Lord Aldington versus
Count Tolstoy and Nigel Watts and this evidence was not

contested:

(a] That the Croatian prisoners of war were the very first of

the Yugo-Slav prisoners of war to be handed over to Tito's

forcus.

(b) That such handing over commenced on the 19 Mayllgqs and

continued tor a few days thereafter.
(€] That the suid handing over commenced some two days prior

to Brigadier Toby Low (Lord Aldington) signing the order



in retrospect on the 21st May 1945,
(Annexure a)

5 That I erred in wy affidavit dated 15 April 1987 when I stated
that I handed over the two generals and the 900 Croatian prisoners
of war “towards the end of May 1945", That the date was in
fact on or about the 19th May 1945,

€, That this uistake of a matter of a few days in an atfidavit
wade forty two years later is widerstandable,

That a copy of my affidavit was in the hands of the solicitors

Of both Flaintiff and Defendant prior to the trial of Lord

NATIONAL SECURITY AND THE FUTURE 4 (9) 2008.

Aldington versus Count Tolstoy and Mr Nigel Watts,

That I was on the point of leaving Cape Town for London to give
evidence when I was advised that the evidence was being pruned
88 this was not a war crimeg trial but only a libel action and

that wy evidence was not relevant in a libel action.

That with regard to the question as to whether Intelligence
ataff Offlce{s of 8 Army Headquarters had any idea as to

whether there was a high probability factor that the aforesaid
Croatian pr

‘trfal, I verily believe that they did have good reason to
believe

isoners of war faced Summary execution without

that there was such a high Probability factor,

10, That un Support of this contentiop I aver that I'have discussed
this point with 4 personal friend who was a Lieutenant Colopel

in the bricigh Army and who operated With Tito's forces. fThe
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#aid Lieutenant Colonel 1s still alive and will corroborate
what follows.

1l. T am advised by this ex-officer that in September 1944 he was
operating on the island of Vis off the West Coast of Yugo-Slavia.
That he was working in collaboration with Tito's forces who
were wearing British uniforms., That with their combined

efforts 180 Wehrmacht soldiers were taken prisoner.

12, That it was the practice to halve the prisoners taken and that

this Lieut-Colonel sent 90 of the prisoners by boat to Bari in
South East Italy.

13. That about two days later the Lieut-Colonel asked the Yugo-Slav
officer what had happened to his 90 prisoners whereupon he was
shown a ditch where the 90 prisoners had been shot, That one

Miroslav Medimorec: lIzvr§io sam zapovijed: odveo sam u smrt 900 Hrvata

prisoner was still breathing., That he ordered this living

prisoner to be pulled out of the ditch, He thereafter sent
him to Bari for hospitalisation.

14, That the said Lieutenant Colonel was deeply shocked and
1mmedia:ely,;gported the matter to Allied Forces Headquarters
at Caserta in Italy, That shortly afterwards Marshall Tito

left for Caserta but it is not known whether this incident
was the actual reason for the visit,

15,

That quite apart from this incident I verily beljeve that the
attitude of Marshall Stalip and Marshall Tito on the Question
of treatwent, of prisoners of war must have been well known to

Staff Intelligence Officers at Allled Forces Headquarters and

129
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16t

17,

' Government Printing Office Washington 1955),

also at 8 Arwy Headquarters, Lf not at Corps level,
In this connection I refer to Annexure "B" hereto (Foreign
Relations of the United States Diplamatic Papers. The
Conterences at Cairo and Tehran 1943, United States Government
Printing Office Washington 1961) and in particular at page

954 when it is shown that Prime Minister Mr Winston Churchill
took strong exception to Marshall Stalin's attitude regarding

the swwary execution of ordinary prisoners of war.

That I verily believe that there was no justification for

8 Aruwy to have given an order to 5 Corps to include Croatian
prisoners of war amongst those to be handed over to Tito's
forces and to have been included in Clause 2(c) of Annexure
"A". That I base this belicf on the fact that the Croatians

have never been Soviet citizens and were definitely not
within the contemplation of the United States, Britian and

the Soviet Union as being Soviet citizens. In this connection

I refer specifically to Annexure "c" hereto. (Foreign

Relations of the United States Diplomatic Papers. The

Conferences . at Malta and Yalta 1945. United States

I refer in
particularhpu Page 985. It will be noted that this was a
bilateral agreement between the United States and the Soviet

Union and did not include Great Britian, It will be noted

also frow Page B66 (note 4) that there is no record of any
meeting having taken place whereby Britian signed a tri-

lateral agreement concerning the matter,

That I annex hereto an extract frow the Independent Styte of

Croatia published iy Toronto on May 1989 in which my evidence
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is detailed and where it will be seen that my attitude is

pupported by the Indeperdent State of Croatia. (Annexure '"D")

~

i

GecavRe NP RRRRRRRRRRO D

I ocertify that the Deponent has signed this affidavit at

CAFE T in ths Republic of South Africa before me on
the 20~ day of May 1990 and that he has acimowledged
that he knows and understands the contents of this
affidavit, and that he has no objection to taking the
oath and that he considers it binding on his conscience
and that he uttered the following words § '

" I gwear that the contents of this declaration are
trus, s0 help me God."

/A'//L/Lft/nmq-//

scoessa0e0ERsORO RS

IAN ALEXANDER DICHMONT NOTAHY PUBLIC
55 St George's Street,
CAFE TOWN,

Hepublic of South Africa.
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Prilog br. 5: Preslika pukovnijske zapovijedi od 1.
prosinca 1944. koju je potpisao adutant poruénik Bernard
O'Sullivan-izvornik i hrvatski prijevod

T T RUCT!ENTAL ONDIEI, o
3 . by ‘
Lt. Tol, Y.L. huwoViatt,N,5,0.,V v te
Ccomnanding 105 Anti Tunk heglwont, v, s,
Al 1 g i
1Ty AUARTE,

Hele M0 KING haus bevn graciously pleannd To approve e _awnrd of thoe
Lotligruished Conduot Podal to 1117663 "/Sgt Luoas,D,L. =

" A%t 0400 hre an the woining of 9 July at "HREIIIILLY 1,09326%,tho onemy
lminched a strong infantry countor sttock ond forond ouxr infaniry buok
paot the },10 cowmmandod by Sgt Luoan,losving jgt Lucns with hip M,10
and 2 Qanadian tanks to fooo the thrust,

Het Juoas notiouvd o Geroan Kaohine fun spraying our trouvpd and proaptly
engcryred 1t with UE putting it out of action, lio than wyrood the anooy
infantry with hin Towny pgun and Hrowning. As thoro nppoand danger of
Louing out off he diswountud under heavy rifle mul wnolidne gun firoe and
eloared -the }M,10 trockse of the splinter gover, Mo tleye roturnod to his
roest, rallicd the infantry,end contimucd ongnoing tho @uway with toamy gun
mnd browning, !le notiowd a German firiny o Hasooka HU ydu of1, thius
linzooka put out one of the tanko, St Laoan Firod M ot 1t nrel klled tho
epuvrator, Me~amhilo the eprviving Croodione Trow the toad: hed "bheled out"
At Laeno aradn loft hio F.10 undor henvy Tiro wnd earvdad o of the
wounded Canadiono over to his M,10 -nd put him inoddo,

lndoubtedly St Lucas' goolnoss and handling of his 3,10 naved a bruak
throuw:h rnd powoible cocupntion of o vory important pout Irom which the
Curwauie would have overlooked the nadls road,

wt Luons' 37,10 waw on itu ovm,the other 1,10 hovin: Le-n oot 2light
rrovicuunly. e hna born continuplly under mortnr 84 o an fire and 'gtouka !
for 14 da. The "posbdtions™ of the ¥,.10n woros overlouviv-d by (m cnwewy O
riid the npproach undor dipcot pbnuwnt!.on. he 1,10 10 very vulnorable to
inrfautry attnok,

Throw,hout he hias vhovm coolnuyg and by hin bonring: low 0t o Voly good
wxoaplo t6 his orow,™ =
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Prilog br. 6: Preslika novina ,,Nezavisna drzava Hrvatska“,
Toronto svibanj 1989. uvodnik pod naslo_\./om_ ,»Pred 44,
godina“ u kojem je pretiskan dio ispovijesti Bernarda
O'Sullivana
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Prilog br. 9: Zahvalnica Ministarstva obrane od 30. rujna

§ 1945. poruéniku Bernard O'Sullivanu na kraju sluzbe u
(q\] . . . . . - . s -
5 Britanskoj vojsci- izvorni dokument i prijevod na hrvatski
<« jezik
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= Sir,

o

b On tho turmination of yowr survice vith the British Amy

< ;

" during o poriod of grave worgunoy, I w cousunded by the drwy
Council to convuy to you thuir tlnks ror the valuable survicus
yoﬁ luve rendorod, wid 1o cxpross to you thoir good wishow Tor the
tutury,

Thu Coum:.'\l hopu that you will carry with you plecsant
reoolloctions of your sorvice with the hritish Army, ad that
you may vind it possible 10 kecp in touch with the rogluant o
corps with which you surved.

- 1 aa, Sir,

Your obudiwnt Servant

o]

_ (wé\a.-{-c-L
Leutonant B.F, 0'5ullivan (WeA1kdn )

South africun frtillesy.
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Prilog br. 10: Naslovnica ,Life magazina“ iz rujna 1946. u
kojem je Bernard O'Sullivan proéitao sto se dogodilo s
Hrvatima koje je predao Titovim partizanima

M. Medimorec: lzvrSio sam zapovijed: odveo sam u smrt 900 Hrvata
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Life Magazine September 2, 1946 : Cover - Vacation's end, Michael Foster and Marcia Perry at Cape Cod at
Cotuit. Nice full page color General Electric radio ad with Marjorie Reynolds, so prety. Oak Ridge has Atomic
hoe-down, AFL CIO dance. T-man Elmer Irey retires, he tracked down income tax gvaders. Man goes outona
limb, very funny photo of John Kapsnyder of Greensburg, Pennsylvania. Photo of the men of the 88th division
carrying Walter Kujawa's coffi, shot in Trieste. More conflcts in the Balkans and the Middle East, Palestine - at
this point the partton is still proposed, includes photos of overloaded ships of Jews trying to run the blockade into
Palestine, just ke today's Cuban refugees. Fun group of summer sports pictures, including (among many others)
Mary McMilin goffing, Ben Hogan gofing, Soapbox Derby at Akron, Ohio with Gilbert Klecan, Ranch horse
Assault, Swimmer Ann Curts, Baseball Trickster Johnny Price, Baseball player Jackie Robinson, Tennis players
stich as Gardnar Mulloy, and the Pig swimming race in Kirkland, Washington. Nice full page color Nash ad with
blug car. The strange case of the resurrected prince. The state of the ammed forces. Photo essay - Mountain
glaciers. Hay fever drugs. Reading tests. The Killers - movie and story by Emest Hemmingway. Harp festival in
Camden, Maine. French swim suit, Life visits cape cod. Living paintings are a hit at the Laguna Beach Festival of
Arts, California. Great full page color National Confectioners' Association ad for Candy, art by Grant. Nice full
page color Pabst Blue Ribbon beer ad with tennis theme.

6-$24

F all VG, ith VG framable cover, but cover paty loose )- $10

F (all G, but minimal edge stain at back) - §8
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Sutjeti:

QT(] SF I‘)(’IGAMI (¢] Nn 7nwnn:mm F:1FI')I\|ICI THRI-

* WEGERNIAKOV« NOVINAR U JUZNOAFRICKO] REPUBLICI PRONASAO BIVSEG BRITANSKOG CASNIKA
BERNARDA DSULUVANA‘ KO3l ZELI RASVIETLITI POSLIEDNIU TAINU DRUGOGA SVIETSKOG RATA

Prilog br. 12: Zeljko Kruselj intervju s britanskim
c¢asnikom Bernardom O'Sullivanom,
Britansko izruéenje Hrvata Titovim partizanima
neoprostiv je zlo€in“, Vecerniji list, 26. veljace 1998.

,Ne zelim viSe

Vegern]l list GETVRTAK, 26, [1. 1998.

P Prijavi ‘rat |
T"“VIM nR“ZﬂNan nakon rata’
unqwan O'Sullivan pmm:
m i wse
I inaNowi Zeland.
.\Mm;mwse mn:wmmm
. Piso Zeliko KRUSELJ ° Bemard O'Sullvan bio je 1945. Gasnik britanske ol pribo o oo e il .
(Juinostnekl yTne Sunday Indeson: yojske koji je izvrsio zapovijed da kod austrijskog | tove regose pozamatos
du @Sullvans umisewienses oevieties. Radstadta izruci hrvatske vojnike Titovim pratizanima | jsmost menje poznath el
IzCapﬂmkojlpiﬂmdakjldw knjiga i dokumenata o blefburikom
dogodio prije pedesetak godinas na ta- stanje toga kijuénog,
datnjo] austrijsko-jugoslavensko] grani- mozda | posljednjeq, sviedoka ono-
ol To dramatiéno svjedocanstvo © okol- ga S0 ja medu Tolstoyjevim
- nije
¢o. Na njega Je presudan trag cstavi-
la operacija srca, nakon
Jey kade, prisian Hvjeti suza Saku se-
Mmmnlwnro:mm
u hranu, pemhu
Mmmmmmmw Lako s urmara, tako da ved dio dana
hblnmhnm lmnﬁdn. hpnutwlh jprovodi spavajucd, 2 na fremtke se |
Hovise, ‘da O'Sullvana pomaje | dln tesho prisieca pojedinih o~
IkmkmeTmhrpummm- jo price Ipak, njegoy jo iskaz uvjerljiv
susnuje nadjeliaj misl UM,G‘_M- | einjeniéno dokaziv, pa upoma trazi
: ; ; da ga ispita | neka neutralna medu-
narodna komisija, po moguénosti i iz
-Medunarodnog suda pravde u Stra-
dﬂe« sbourgu, koja b napokon ckoncala
?e'fmﬁe]elmﬂanm |polemike oko foga prifavog srats na-
hion ratae.
Ko jo kao student, sestan - PR
N e s Lot
duapnimﬁnumqumna- i %5 50 Ogiotk Upravo U toj
fricha voisel, no nakon: 1840, vect il pomalo. sizifovsko| borbl & betenskim
Hio mmmahs\\nmwammmosmm establishmentorm, koji mu ne 2ol vatili
i vanesh e phcede Ui 3 wirickorn ocizet st

mm!sw zemifo- ika odmah o i
Progac je nekoliso bojista, a vidu polupl cko 900 hrvatskdh vojeika, dirana, 5 1986, u poznato] knjsef Nikolajn.  sDéselljecima sam radio kao Lilac i
dospio e u lalij Otuda jo lmlnvi_mm:;ﬂ;:ﬂelwﬁn— T ; s Je | odvietnik ﬂguﬂuub'&im,m
] : 5to | politthu pozading o moralnom M j& fasn

Muu“mﬁmqmg nije: mogao zratl, da su ih tamo preuzela ' vigokih M.Mﬂuumb&hhmnﬂerﬁm
mnmﬁ@m e : ' Suolo | ansty m o
m“w aleesﬁmrale 11

1 . cizma. U delim fako

skrajne kolone Izbjeglica, medu nﬂml hmﬂnmn mmmmwnrsw i prmmm ﬂ.?:,m
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g Prilog br. 13: Zeljko KrusSelj, intervju s Bernardom O
i Si ijjed: Od rt
< Sullivanom ,,|ZVI"SIO sam zapovued. veo sam U sm
I " " - I " 1 98
S 900 Hrvata“, Ve€ernji list 27. veljace 1998.
[}
(]
= =
(1]
(2]
o
(3
>
© : -
o
© \ :
-q’ :
H— Razgowvarao @ U naredbi nije stajalo
3 ZEL IKS KRUSELT da  hrvatske vojnike mo-
o Punih jedanaest godina traju odajnicki - Fam razoruzati, tako da to
okusaji Bernarda O'Sullivana, umirovije-=
© eSio e S uZnoaitkog Cape Tom. Prije ukrcavanja nisam ni
N o da istinu © bleibursiko] ragediii prodosi - Cinio. StovisSe, generali me
najsiro] medunarodnoj javr je kao
15 mladi britanski Gasnik poéetkorn svibn;a uoc1 polaska uopce nisu
S 1945 upucen u Austr za odredisSte, zacije-
pre pos aviti da ce, BF, S e =
7] camovoline prikjucio zapadnim sa - 10 ni. ne -pretpostavijajud
o vﬁlg na.nesviceno sudislovatl s oz Sto bi se moglo dogoditi.
zlosinu ko i hjegov Zivot. 3 Frea e
7 Dugl je niz goding bio, dodute, svisatan da . lavni  uvjet njihove pre-
s oanes nate e haze Pl Urhove - daje bilo je necdije obeca-
N britanske vojske i politike. nje da ce ih pPreuzeti za-
- - Kad se, medutim, pojavila prekretnicka
knjiga grofa MNikolaja Tolstoyja »Ministar i : padn' saveznici
FEY masakri Hivw. diudio rogovoriti Zzmu i fasSizmu. Kako sam. do odlaska u
[$) «, O'Sullivan je o prog oriti
© swim njemu poznatim detaliima. Bududi  britansku vojsku Zivio u desetak tisuca ki-
e da je u razdobliu o Kojem gavort Imao S lometara udaljenom Cape Townu, za me-
mo 26 godina i kaoc poruénlkﬂbauje§tajao ne su zbivanja u jugoistodnoj Europi bila
o M akle orencki e ea swolom jedin. -velika nepoznanica. Dakako, u tisku sam
E com bio prfkljuéen brrtarlskoj Osmoj arm ponesto procitac o litu i partizanima, na-
— Suo sam | o cetnicima, makar mi bas i nije
QU bllo jasno na €ijoj su strani, a nakon dola-
® predaji hrvatskih voinika part ka u Korusku bilo mi je redeno kako su
nicarna. Tako, primjera  radi feldmarsala DetaSe lvisline kol su do posiednieg tre
= Harolda Alexandera ne smatra osobno | Nutka.ostali oda Hiten, Svaisostalob
gdgovernim za sustrijska zbivania, lako I ettviSe Komp
> nelo iotrhZivania: hratokon Dodioen 2 GSstatom, U Austrill je moj glavni zada-
@© dr. Darka Bekiéa jasno kazuju da je u Sio.  tak kao obavieStajnog Sasnika bilo fraga-
D Zeru saveznicki snaga, kojim je rukovod nlceadbioglil o eciina-nihovo tass
(2] Sdobrens nasiltat tab sl aCIa s dwvajanje od ostalih vojnika Wehrmachta i
o P o lie AT e “Hovodenje u talilanske Udine. Tu su se i
hael bitnije da je nesporno ono Sto OSU]EIvan potvrdile moje predodzbe o tim zadrtim
— gsoit:né)tdgz-wo.f p?;/;'e(inl'éa" Cek iz ;ek pri-  Hacistima, jer se oni nisu_Zeljeli druziti sa
> e kad-tad izvuci adelovatne rakljuske o, Ligjom regularnom vojskorm. Jednom sua
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govornosti'za masakre koji su
= Goaodil moka ko Hodaha: nakon: Sl
-Zbenog zavrsetka: Drugoga svjetskog rata

Nisam mogao znati

® Gos ne Osu[livan, jeste
kom dotasha u A znali
hodnih ratmmih godina N bhealc na jugosia-
yenskim prostorima? Jeste li uopce razli-
kowali - par ane, -
cetnike i bjeiogardejce, odnosno tko se s
kim i protiv koga borio

- Odgovor je gotovo u potpunos

tivan, iako sam kao student dobro. bDio
upuden u nuZnost suprotstavijanja nac

Sak prlstail da cijelu Nnod¢ kisnu Nna otvore-
nom polju, samo da ne budu u istoj pro-
storiji s ostalim zarobljenicima.

3 o' se. zapravo. dogodilo tog za
hirvatske wvojni fatalnoga 24. svibnja
4945.?7 Jeste 1i blll swvjesni da oko 900 lju-
.di, od ko)j l'l. veclr]a uopée nisu ustasSe, vo-
dite u sigu

= Kategorrl‘jkl tvrdim da nisam mogao
znatl koja je krajnja posliedica mojeg izv—
rsavania zapovl]ed il Toga jutra dobio sam
“wojni zemijor utama o privodenju
' povece grupe Hwata koji su se tih dana
predali nasim_postrojbama. Naredba je
bila otipkana na pisadoj masini, a ja sam
je, kako je to bio obidaj, nakon obavijena
Posla bacio. Potpisnika.te naredbe, kakve

@® Smatrate li se Zrtvom britans
beskrupuloznoSti? Sto Ste sve poduzoll
da istina napokon izade na vidjelo?

- Zasigurno sam iskoriSten na jedan
ruzan nadin, jer sam kao uviereni pro-
tivnik hitlerizma i krenuo u rat da se ta-
kvi zlodini ne bi vise dogadali. Sto sam
u&inio? PokuSaoc sam mnogo toga, ali
rezultatima nisam zadovoljan. Hocdu,

naime, redi da su moja svijedodanstva

nu_odgovornost svojih visokin duZzno-
snika. Zar nije dovolino poudan sudski
proces koji je lord Aldington,
imenom Toby Low, pokrenuo protiv
Tolstoyija, s ciljemn da se potonji financij-
ski upropastil? Srecom. to naposlietku
nije uspjelo, a u novo] Tolstoyjevoj knjizi
bit ¢o, saznajem. ukijuc¢eno { moje svie-
doganstvo

Ja sam,
bivSem britanskom premijeru

na&e, u vise navrata pisao |
Johnu

Lﬂmlon ne bira sredstva

u rikrivanju ,

dgovornosti , '
svonh duznosnika

bili svjesno presucivana ili marginali: ma i prosljedivala adleZna

rana. Svoj sam iskaz poslac na razne starstva, da bi otuda stlza]l odgovori ko;l
adrese, nudedi se i za eventualnu sud- su se izmedu redova mogli shvalili kao
sku istragu, no sluZbeni London ne bira preporuka da se ckanim toga posla. Za
sredstva da bi prikrio izravnu ili posred- konzervativece, &iji su ugledni &lanowvi,

Majoru, a i
sadasnjem
Tonyju Bilairu..
Rezultat je ra-
an  nuli,

prijavstinag se Bernard O Sullivan koo
i dalie mete miadi britanski

od tepih. obaviestajac
Bbojica . su
ss formalno zahvaljiivala na mofim pismi-

poput nekadasnjeg premijera Harolda
Macmillana i lorda Aldingtona, bili izrav-
no upleteni u te dogadaje, to je Sak i po-
mato razumijivo, ali na

nbsaju | danasnjl labarie
se, ne shvacaju da bi istjerivanje istine
potvrdilo njihovu pravdoljubivost. Uspo-
redbe radi, nisu §i jo& u 13. stoljecu u
slavnoj engleskoj »Magna Charti Liber-
tatum« postavijeni temelji ljudskih praval
Semu onda to danasnje licemjerje?
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ITANSKOG »CISCENJA PALUBE« U SVIBNIU 1945. NA AUSTRIISKO-JUGOSLAVENSKOJ GRANICI

u svakodnevna pristizale, ne mogu se
i, modda | zalo Ho mi ko ime lada e
Bta govorilo. Sigurmo je tek to da je u na-
sdbi pisalo da hrvatske vojnike treba Dr&
Wallaikaj gardi kod gradica Rosen

&, zaprave
reupeo zarobljenike iakoder nlsam za-
mnrpunaumunebhmlnmo

LMuﬁ su, radi boljea razumijevania poll-
& cholnostl, th dana bil doista kaelu:nl.
soling Hisuéa bjegunaca,

ugastavil | savem zalutlh
u £va vadnije promainica, tradedd hranu |
konista. Medu nfima su bile Zak | povece
rige biviih Inauﬁmodmen‘m i plava-bl-

o, Ly
tori udle | Stalfnove | Tiove jedinice, seo
1 ivedavalo moguénost izbfanj novil
ajnil sukaba. Mnogo kasnljs emo tek mo-
i saznati koliko jo b opasnost Bl realng.

Ban prikrill Generali 54 se isloga frenutka
u Pt d Ro-

® Walleska je garda potjerala sve hrvatske
vojnike prema Titovim partizanima. Dalje ni-
sam mogao vidjeti 5to se dogada, ali sam iz,

daljine ¢uo mnogo vike i jauka

@ Uvjeren sam da ce cjelovita istina o zbiva-
njima na austrijsko-jugoslavenskoj granici
Ipak biti obznanjena. Jako bi me radovalo da
dozivim takvu moralnu satisfakeiju

wiﬁgaﬂsuiamuﬁv.domiamw
govorili da je veliki sretni!

Makon tog Bekanja, iz Spit-
tala smo L&Uklw prema isboiou. TEI( u
deno upilsks: sKuda 1o Kemo7e Frilno

nevina sam im odaovorio da je odredists
Fesenbach. Tu informaciy nisam ni poku-

- Krgnisp sam preko jedne planine | una
fjesto canatena na kanli stigeo ok
alf ujutra. Temo sam zalekso Uroeu
wrvatskih generala | oko 900 njihovih \-njw
@ Tofan beoj zapravo i nig
wrdi, jer ih nismo pojedinatno nlsnurn‘.v
ah, ali 52 o mogle zamblﬂ prema broju

wirebnih kamiona. Na tom otvorenom [x)
u generall su me Eeball za jednim impro-
Ariranim slalom, pijudi vino IpléeéLdak)s
wecenik nedto podalje za voinke driao
mw. Bududr da generall nisu znall engle-

e,
i ja da je engleski nautio prije rala, kad j&
e zaposhen na nekom visokom poloal

L uredy pomorskog oskgurania. Lioyd o
Sva troflca genarala su bill jale gradeni i
seogedng visine. Moj odnos 5 njima bio je
e srdadan, jer mi nisu ostadjall dojam

pasni ljudi, kakve sam tih ratnih godina
susretao. Pokudali su Hrvali

senbach na jugoskvenskoj granici | da ih
zapravo predajem u parlizanske ruke, ne-
kan &ega €2 s bitl sirijefan! PokuSal su

ma nagovori da ih watim natrag, nakon

10 Matswrwqmvﬁmm
Casnikom.

tanakim Meni je to bilo prvo -
ozbiljnije upozorenje da nagtd nije u redu.
Mije mi, jasne zaSto Heati u tom
tronutku nisu vkl svoje onidie | pobjegh
na suprotnu stranu. Moja pratngs im 8 u
teme zasigume ne bi uspils oduprpetl

hﬂew_euammyaldaieb"omﬂ&l—

tovjeka detrdeseth godi-
i, srednje visine Imad j,
leliko. g8 gjacam, &in boj-
nika Rekao aam mu koga
davedim | da enl ne el
il u Fosenbach, trdedi
da de ih strijplati Taove
a8,

postao

neprijatelskd ra- =
spolafen. Povidenm je glasom napomeé- prema menl: 2sbin, dowaga, lolko ke-
nuo da dobro 2na ko su moje naredbe, snid?e Naredi su Hrvatima da stanu u kg

odnosno da Hrvate

ssuntavan]

iskalio =vof biles | na prevoditelia kojii se

presvukiso u Ghilid
mrmuwﬂhpamuwmm
il prema itoki

Mrﬂlmodhl!ssmmrm |

miduzobng mumijall Kako nlsu
L vie-
rojann im nije bilo jasno jesam li pratpo-

taka kofie wll sh-

u nedto
mogivid’;abé‘l.u sé dogadala u zgrad

u Assanbachu prodatl Wallesko] gardl Za- mfue Hipetina Je
tim me f2 nastavio festoko kuriu FEAEGE i metra, Ttow! pnrﬁzanlblsu udaljeni neko-
ma-

jerm & o jo ko metara kvan osvijelencg pr
Gilo moje stavianie pred vojnl sud. Kad sy | iz daljne bile vidipve crvena djeade
sam pomake ofamucen kafao, Lbeinik Je na njivovim kapama Walleska fe garda za-

odijelo. Zalim nas |& njima Dalje
- gada, ali sam iz dafne &uo mnogo vike §

Atmasfera jo postala vilo navena.sw— ski molocikd | watio se u svo) stoder.

ostora, &l

tim potjerala sve hreatske vojnike prema
nisam mogao vidjet 3o se do-

Oko 23 sala uzeo sam jedan hrvat-

enje palube’ - pogodb

za T|tovo pr)\r

mlpmda fnje nekoga postal '“9
ala u iy smrt.
Nanlllmmmh e et o
nehqﬂuhlm] pogresei, odlufio sam po-
trafiti prethodnicu slodera Osme armije,
stacioniranag pokrsj Spitala. Kad sam ga
natac u podnodiu obinjeg brda, koavo]
5am ostevio parkiran uz cestu, a generale
| prevoditelja poves sa sebom. Njh sam

1ty nisu mog! nmﬁ neuuslnq adnosno
odabiu-

odvea do

a, il zam im od podsatka legao. Tek mi t-
da nile bila jasno zadto nil - nakan
sunfavanja 5

grubom isfinom nisu

b
gumnpemm 51 58 bojall da se sami sam idudeg jutra
B~ dredenam Casniku, Imao sam dofam da ni

nusuuoespenuamm Iwisusewé
Il cestom | raspitivali 58 koga voaima,

Nammomzzssmmmuno
sanbach. Tu je ved Sakaln WalieGka gerda, foim kaatifnim priliama, imao sam |u||kn
&ifi 5u Gasnicl takoder bl wio nelfjubazni casnitkin obwveza da se

a5 52 boi
4 »0d dva zla ono manje< Terd® su da bi
istaganie Uz ruski komunizam za Hrvate
o jof pogubnije. 5U 56, dakle, pri-
azali uvisronim antikamunistima, £lo ja ni-

Seda dolad ono nafintereseninde. U
miojoj naredbi nije stajalo da hrvatska voj-
ke moram razorudath, tako da ja to prik
Seeavanja nisam ni dinio. Stovise, general

e wodi polaska Uopca .nisn upizall koja ja

Primijetiii smo da se Vade ime na-
hmmmamw»

3 saredin zacielo i

amlis hlbpsﬂo dag:cﬂavmmiat IM\M
ije bily necije obecanja da de
;wdm mlﬂ Zal.c- In,e

la moja BCRMO Drema

uida de uslwru bm pwdann drugoj bri
msnmjpu kel Sve £to sam rekao bilo jo
ofnol

Ja sam vozio ni sMercedes
Benze, & uz mene su bila dva genorala i
p«md'dﬂl.}. Tradi je Iza nas vozio 3Tetru,
dok su \-umn nil smieslent u ohorenim
kamionimea. Naken jednog sate Plﬂuv:lnl.l
poled je uspon na plamu
cam promeneg smpnjwa
uspOna PO neastaltirang) cest laja |
faka kifia, pa su voinici gural lwmlone i
=0 kotadi slalno proklizavali Neko wieme
= 58 | morall maknuti 5 ceste, jer je pro-
tarlla jedna beitanska artljers: regmen
12 Uskoro se voziio onoga tredega go
rala polesarile. Kako smo mhllm Iessnll],
dovinuo sam mu da Cemo ga priCekal u
Sﬁlﬂu pokazujud mu na quu shranu
ine. Mjega vise niad nisam vidio, Taj

Uvjemn sam da je Cowgiliov izviesta) saznal
napravjen radi obmanjivanja meduna-
rodne javnast kake je ta komisfa imsla

Izrucenje je pripremao stozer
Osme armije, a volio bih doznati koji
me hojnik na nj prisilio

GCape Townu blo | predstavnis njegave
komisie, bak :lnamllrlm]unhuhsh:. On
& Imag moju adresu | telefon, ali

izvjestaa Gowgillove komisije, Uopée nille pokuan javitl Ja i tu poku
jooi s svjedoka, i je

&a0 naci nekog dugog

mmnmmnmmaa"m informaclie u svihu maje

jtacie? Nikad o nisam uspio

k. autorima lzvie3taja omaknuo se
redanbm de|anmz=nmo omle
Iz

na
cliu, u njemu su svjesno prilrivens ave
bitnje nformacie, pa | ona kojs mena
napite zaokupla: tho je bio bojnik Ko§
me j& u stoderu Osme amije priftnjamse
prisiio za nastavak puta u

Ciielo je on kesnife bio neka velka aov- 5

Kad kadete da $e moje Ime nalazi na
popisu Cowgliovih_sviedoka, enda je
prava isting ta da je komiska imala moj
Iskaz, &l ga u zavrsnom fekstu ni na koji
nadin nUa koristla i clfirala Moje je ime,
diakie, Zouporabiiens 1a nametanie stas
vova 5 kojima se uwéu ne siabem, Zato
sam 5 lju kore-
spondancij, no opet tez kunklmn
rezuliata. Stovise, saznao sam da e u

FBdgmdl?Za—b

arml|e navedeno & da j& 24, svibnja
3800 Hrvata predano Jugosiavenimac
INetodno je, pak, navedena da se to do-
godilo u 1655 saf, jer sam rhog pro-
lema na pulovanjy U Radstadt Smg:;

Tetstoyjove knjigs bio uvieren da jo ratnl

Mllmwhﬁh

0 sudbini tih Hrvata?
- Ekstradiciia me duboke uznemirda, pa
] prijavio na-

nlemu nita nije jasno. Nije mi poznato Sto.
za0. Madutim, kako to biva u b

nisam mogao
jja bavitl tom enigmem. Demebiliz-
ran samu rujnu 1 EM 28

wiatio u Cape Town, gdie sam stidirao

prava, Godinu dana kasnije dofao mija u
Tuke magazin sLifes, u kojer je pisalo di
50 nul.uvu vl fzruteni Ilrvaleldh vuhlcl bill
[Bevidirani.

Moram prignati da sam sve do polave

Zlotin Gijim sam nesvjesnim sudiol
bio | ja esobno, pmlzluzlo Iz nesretnog
spleta okeinast, kaa | nelzvriavanja slu- -
#bencg stava da se hrvatski, skovenski,
km.uﬁcl 1 ostali vejnici ne mogu izrudivati
protivma njihova) woljl. Drogim rijedima,
mislia sam da je 1o same jedan izoliranl
Ilu:k:rem. Tek sam iz ¥Ministra | pokoljae
hvatio da jo siza cevieses bila rijed o

prl]avq pohl]ékm Tgri, koju jo Evatima pla-
tilo tisude nevinih ljudi Ja sam desetijecl-
ma bio | it | cdvietnlk, tako da mi je
Jesno 80 madi peslali nekoga bez sude-
nja u smit.

® VI, dakle, sve te godine niste mali da
jo komandant britanske Osme armije, ge-
neral McGreery, jos 14, svibnja 1945, pre-

saﬂ. Ta Indikzlivna zabuna u terming
samo polrduje da je ekstradicla biia
unapn,ed pripramana u stodery Dsme
armi

Na kencu konca, unatod v th
majih tefkota i neuspjeha, udjeren
sam da ¢& cjelovita istina o zbivanjima
na austrijs lavensko] granict
ipak biti obznanjena. Jake bl me rado-
valo da do?ivim takvu moralnu sati
efakeiju.

sHrvali postanu Titova prodstive, @ i da je
radi Thova pokutajs Korugke

w
- Todno j&, o svamu lome nisam nifla
znao. Apsolutng nidta Tek sam naknad-
no sezned | 1o da je britansko séistenie
palubes od Hrvata bile die pogedbe ze
Titava pawiatenje iz Austrije. To j@ pla-
deno ogromnom  keBlinom prolivens

kil

Vegernji list PETAK, 27. II. 1988,
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Prilog br. 16: Dokument KP 212 (osobni dokument
general-majora de Fonblanquea od 21. svibnja 1945. koji
korpusa i odlazak Tobyja Lowa) i KP 213 od 21. svibnja

potvrduje njegovo stupanje na duznost zapovjednika 5.
1945. o izruéenju svih Rusa Crvenoj armij
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Prilog br. 17: Dokument KP 227 (23. svibnja 1945. o
lokalnim jugoslavenskim snagama)

prisilnom izruéenju ruskih zarobljenika koji to ne zele) i
KP 228 od 23. svibnja 1945. (zapovijed o razoruzanju i
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Prilog br. 18: Dokument PRO FO 1020/42. od 24. svibnja
1945. (o suglasnosti da se svi Jugoslaveni iz podrucja 8.
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8 Prilog br. 20: Robertsonova zapovijed od 14. svibnja 1v9_4}5.
2 o izrucenju svih jugoslavenskih drzavljana koji su sluzili u
I R vy o= > =

= njemackim oruzanim snagama)

S

t

% THE ROBERTSON ORDER - AFHQ COPY

=

£

(1]

(2]

o

(3

>

©

o

5 NI

2

3 O neEAGE

(X

v}

N

g UEGENT
()

;g TO FOR ACTION: 15TH ARMY GROUP, MAIN ZIGHTH ARMY

I FOR INFO : DISTONE

g REF MO : FX 75383

2 SIGTED : SACMED CITS: FECAO

£

3]

= Ref Eighth Army AC/189 of 14 May,

>

% 1. All Russians should be handed over to Sovist
o Forces at agreed point of contact eatablished by you under
-‘§= local arrangement with Marshal TOLBUEKHIN '3 Steps should

be taken to ensure that Allied PW held in Russian Area are
trensferred to us in exchange at same time.

2. Movement to ITALY of all Germans is not accapt-
able because 1t would cause serious blockags on our L of C., S8
snd other arrestable categories under AFEQ Directive AG/371.2/173
GBI-0 of 2 May will be disarwed and evacuated to DISTONE. We are
tpproaching 12th Army Gp immediately with request that they accoept
c?ncantmt.ion under conditions of FREEEORN wemorandun No. 7 phase

3 All surrendered persomnel pf establfshed Jugoslav
nationality who were serving in Gorman Forces should be disarmed
&nt honded over to local Jugoslav forccs. .

ORIGINATOR : CAO AUTH: B. H. ROBERTSON, LT GEN

INFORMATION : SACS COFCURRED: BR RESMIN
G-1 (B) G-1 (B)
G-4 G-2
G-1
G-5
G-4 (B)
RESMIN
-2
"t
HC OUT 407 14 May 4s 18368 Ref. Wo. FX 75383 u/L/G
SECRET COPY No.
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22: Karta Austrije na kojoj je oznacen
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Prilog br. 23: Cowgillovo izvjesée, 12. poglavije koje
razmatra pitanje zarobljavanja od strane britanske vojske
200.000 hrvatskih vojnika i njihovu predaju Titovim
partizanima

(iii) that 'immediate steps' should be taken to deal with the
large numbers of surrendered personnel from Army Group
SE not foreseen in original plans'.

Robertson's signal provided responses to each of these requests.

(i) He gave Gen McCreery the authorization he required
to negotiate with Tolbukhin for the hand-over of the
Cossacks (although he referred to these, somewhat
imprecisely, as ‘'all Russians'). This authorization made
provision for the removal of one large, identifiable group
of surrendered personnel from 5 Corps responsibility,
although at the same time Robertson instructed that 'steps
should be taken te ensure that Allied PW held in Russian
area are transferred to us in exchange'. This was a
reference to the principle of reciprocity embodied in
the Yalta Repatriation agreements which will be discussed
in Chapter Five.

NATIONAL SECURITY AND THE FUTURE 4 (9) 2008.

{ii) In his response to McCreery's suggestion that 'remainder
of surrendered personnel and refugees' in 5 Corps area
should be evacuated either to Italy or to the US Zone
of Austria under SHAEF/12th Army Group, Robertson
dealt only with surrendered personnel. The largest such
group in the Corps area were Germans. Their removal
would therefore make a major contribution to alleviating
the Corps' administrative problems. Robertson conflirmed
in the second paragraph of his signal that 'meovement to
Italy of all Germans is not acceptable because it would
cause serious blockage on our L of C'. He therefore
informed McCreery that AFHQ would be 'approaching
12th Army Group immediately' to ask them to accept
all German surrendered personnel from 5 Corps, with
the exception of 'arrestable categories', such as SS.

This request from AFHQ to SHAEF was sent off at
1917 hrs, only forty minutes after the despatch of the
Robertson signal. It ran :

'Refugee and PW situation in 5 Corps area becoming
unmanageable and prejudicing operational efficiency
of Corps. Essential to clear it immediately in view
of political situation. Earnestly request your
assistance by accepting concentration in RADSTADT
area or elsewhere more convenient to yvou.
Information regarding numbers is not definite but
total may be about 500,000.'

We may note here the estimated number mentioned as
‘about 500,000'. This is considerably larger than any figure
previously reported for surrendered personnel in the
5 Corps area (although Macmillan had spoken in his diary
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of 400,000 Germans', nothing approaching this figure
had been formally reported). On this evidence therefore
it seems possible that, on the evening of 14 May, AFHQ
was working on the assumption that Loehr's forces,
including hundreds of thousands of Germans, had already
surrendered to 5 Corps or were about to do so, and
therefore that the German element in those forces might
be included in the '500,000' Germans whom AFHQ was
asking SHAEF/12th Army Group to take over.

(iii) The third paragraph of Robertson's signal directed that
'‘all surrendered personnel of established Jugoslav
nationality who were serving in German forces should
be disarmed and handed over to local Jugoslav forces'
What has to be determined here is - to whom did this
order refer? The significance of this to our enquiry is
that, when Robertson's order was passed on by Eighth
Army to 5 Corps, it was to be taken by 5 Corps - as we
shall see later - to authorise the handing over of various
groups of Yugoslav surrendered personnel, including the
15,000-0dd Slovene, Serb and Montenegrin troops who
had surrendered two days earlier and been placed in
Viktring camp. The question we therefore have to address
initially is - was Robertson's order on 14 May intended
to cover the handing-over of the sort of Yugoslavs who
were in Viktring?

B O

As we know, by the time Gen Robertson came to draft his order Gen
Keightley had reported to Gen McCreery that large component of
Loehr's forces approaching Austria was 200,000 Croat troops.
MecCreery had already signalled to Gen Clark at 15th Army Group
in his AC/190 his request that AFHQ should 'ask Tito how many eneiny
he wishes to retain. Suggest Croats become Tito's show'. But these
signals did not reach AFHQ until the morning of the next day, 15
May, long after Robertson had sent his response to McCreery's AC/189
which had only asked for 'immediate steps' to be taken over the
approach of Army Group E, and which had made no specific reference
to Croats.

Did Gen Robertson therefore have the Croats specifically in mind
when he drafted his order?

It is a possibility that AFHQ could have learned of the huge body
of Croat troops approaching Austria on 14 May from some source
other than the main signals already referred to. McCreery had already
by the afternocon of that day recognised that the question of what

=
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On the morning of the following day, 23 May, before Eighth Army
could be informed of the conclusions of this meeting, a further signal
arrived at AFHQ for Gen MacLeod DAG from the Assistant AG Eighth
Army, Lt-Col Tilley [KP 226]. This for the first time drew explicit
attention to the contradiction between the order FX 77268 of 17 May,
the 'Distone order', that 'Chetniks and dissident Jugoslavs' should be
evacuated to [taly, and the agreement reached by 5 Corps that they
should be handed over :

‘Ref F 77268 of 17 [the Distone order]. Negotiations by 5 Corps
with 3 and 4 Jugoslav armies provide for all mililary personnel
to be handed over to Jugoslavs and considerable numbers have
already been handed back ... This considered in accordance
with AFHQ FX 75383 dated 14 [Robertson's order of 14 May
-this confirms that Low's order of 17 May was issued in response
to the Robertson order]. Consider essential this arrangement
continues and that all Jugoslav military personnel handed over
to Jugoslavs. Dep Cmd 3 Jugoslav Army has now raised question
of return all Jugoslav nationals incl ex-PW internees slave
workers and other displaced persons including Chetniks. Request
immediate authority for all these categories to be returned
as decision required this evening. Consider policy should be
for all nationals, ie persons born within pre-1939 frontier of
an Allied country, to be handed over to Ally concerned ...'

This final sentence underlined how keen Eighth Army was by this
time to 'clear the decks'in its area. Here was McCreery's HQ
giving the widest possible interpretation to the term 'allied national’
to include anyone 'born within pre-1939' frontier of an 'Allied country',
which of course would also have covered all Russian emigres regardless
of when they had left Russia. As far as Yugoslavs were concerned,
not only was Eighth Army fully in support of 5 Corps' agreement
with Ivanovitch, and asking for the terms of the 'Distone order',
FX 77268 to be set aside. It was going even further, in asking for
authority to accede to Ivanoviteh's demand that Yugoslavs 'NOT in
Austria’ (ie in Italy), 'including Chetniks' (such as the 11,000 under
Damjanovitch who had surrendered on 3 May) should also be handed
over.

AFHQ's response came at 1857 hrs that afternoon [KP 228] :

'Agree all Yugoslav nationals in Eighth Army Area to be returned
unless involves use of force, otherwise evacuation to Distone
(Italy) in accordance with FX 77268 of 17 May.'

This marked a significant change from the conclusions of the previous
day. Now AFHQ was supporting Eighth Army's request in very wide
terms. All Yugoslav nationals in Eighth Army area were to be
returned so long as this did not involve the 'use of force'. This marked
a striking change from the initial view recorded by G-5 the previous
day that 'No Jugoslavs ... should be returned to Jugoslavia' later
amended to allow volunteers to return. But at 2002 hrs that evening
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Prilog br. 24: Cowgillovo izvjeS¢e 13. poglavlje: ,,Pocinje
post-mortem®, koje obraduje Sto se dogadalo sa
zarobljenicima izruéenim Titovim partizanima.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

THE POST-MORTEMS BEGIN

JUNE-AUGUST 1945

“"We have today been informed ... that decision to turn over
to Tito Yugo nationals ... was made on grounds of military
necessity in view of conditions existing at that time ...

Alexander this morning ... stated to us that he ... could not
deal with anti-Tito Yugos as he would have liked."

[Alexander Kirk to US State Department., 14 August 1945]

By the time the main repatriation operations from 5 Corps area came
to an end on 7 June, the immediate political and military crisis which
had precipitated the original orders to 'clear the decks' in southern
Austria had already receded into the past. Nevertheless it was not
until 9 June that the international crisis over Tito's claims to Carinthia
and Venezia Giulia came formally to an end, with the signing of an
agreement between the Yugoslav, British and US Governments that
Yugoslav forces should withdraw completely from north-east Italy
[KP 294]. And only four days after that, on 13 June, did the US Chiefs
of Staff in Washington finally propose that a stand-down signal be
sent to the Supreme Allied Commander, Mediterranean, urging that :

'the development of events now makes unnecessary the
continuance of the special arrangements which were initiated
in order to show a preponderance of force in those areas under
dispute with Yugoslavs.' [KP 299]

As the repatriations came to an end, many British soldiers who had
been directly responsible for carrying out the operations felt
considerable unease about the drama in which they had been involved.
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Todorovic's account has the ring of truth. Its general tenor
is confirmed by other reports. There is no doubl that there
was an extensive and indiscriminate slaughter ...’

A few days later copies of the statement were sent to the British
Embassy in Belgrade and to the office of the British Resident Minister
at AFHQ in Caserta.*

On 21 September, before a reply had been sent to Maj Lloyd, J M
Addis was due to move from his post and left a minute for his
successor John Colville :

' had hoped to be able to write out before my departure a
documentary account of the expulsion of the Croatian Ustasa
and the Slovenian Domobranci from Carinthia to Slovenia during
May. Unfortunately certain key documents have not yet arrived
from the War Office.’

He then summarised 'the information at present available'. This made
reference to a signal from the Chiefs of Staff [COS (W) 917 of 2 Mayl,
indicating that, 'while the question of principle was still under
discussion between AFHQ, the Chiefs of Staff and ourselves, V Corps,
the British formation, had "agreed to hand over Croats to Yugoslavia
and 900 Croats were transferred on the 24th May'".'

‘Major James of PWZ2 in the War Office is going through the
contemporary files and will send over copies of any relevanl
documents.

*  Qur recent researches in the archives of Alexander Kirk's office at
Caserta have shown that during the summer of 1945 gquite extensive reports
were reaching AFHQ from inside Yugoslavia to indicate the horrific scale
of the massacres of Croats, Slovenes, Serbs and others opposed to Tito
which had been going on in that country since the end of the war. It is
not known whether any of this hearsay information was communicated back
to the Foreign Office in London, or indeed how much significance was
attached to it at AFHQ. But one document in particular, datelined from
‘Slovenia, the middle of July', includes specific references to a number
of mass-killings, at least two of which involved victims who had been handed
over by the British in May. One of these was a description of the 'hole
of death' in the FKocjevie Forest, south of Ljubljana, in which many
thousands of wvictims were reported to have been put to death with great
cruelty. A later report dated 23 August gave further details of what has
since become notorious as 'The Pit of Kocevje'. Although this was not
reported in 1945, it later became clear that among the victims at Kocevje
were members of the Slovene Domobranci repatriated from Viktring. Only
in 1990 did this and other massacre sites in Slovenia finally become the
subject of a full, officially backed investigation by a Slovene Historical
Commission. Its findings were not yet available at the time of our going
to press, but visits were made to Kocevje and other sites in Slovenia with
members of the Commission during the course of our own investigation.
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It was not until some time later that we learned that the
unfortunate Croats and Slovenians who had been expelled from
Carinthia had been extensively slaughtered by Tito's troops
after crossing the Yugoslav frontier. The best account of this
massacres is given in R 16674 ...'" [R 16674 is a reference
to the statement by Todorovic.]

By 5 November, Major Lloyd still had not received a reply to his letter

of 25

August, and Addis's successor John Colville noted :

I am afraid there has been no progress in securing further
information of this unpleasant subject, and all the people in
the War Office who were dealing with the matlter have been
demobilised and succeeded by officers who were not familiar
with the past history. However ... since the incident was a
disgraceful one the War Office should be asked to have enquiries
made into the immediate responsibility for handing over to
a certain and unpleasant death these unfortunate Croats, while
the question of their disposal was still under consideration at
a high level ...

I think we can do no more than admit that a serious blunder
did take place and that the story does not reflect well on the
officers immediately concerned. It is no use trying to hush
up an incident which is indefensible ..."

Colville submitted the draft of a reply to be sent by the Minister
of State Philip Noel-Baker to Maj Lloyd. This included the passage :

T am afraid there is no doubt that during the last few days of
May a serious blunder was made by some of the military
authorities, and 900 Croats were in fact handed over to Tito's
troops, by whom they were subsequently butchered, wile the
question of their disposal was under discussion by the Combined
Chiefs of Staff ... I agree with you in thinking that this was
a terrible incident which does not reflect well on the officers
immediately responsible. needless to say, as soon as the story
reached the ears of AFHQ and the authorities concerned in
London, immediale enquiries were made and sleps were taken
to prevent the recurrence of such an atrocious event, butl of
course we could not undo the harm that had already been
done ...'

Colville concluded by explaining that the reason why Richard Law
had not replied to Dr Krek's original letter in June was that Dr Krek
was now the leader of the anti-Tito Yugoslavs' and 'one of the leading

anti-

Tito propagandists’'.

Philip Noel-Baker noted that he was 'reluctant to send such a letter
to Major Lloyd, and certainly will not do so unless the War Office
are in agreement’'.

Here it appears the matter was left to rest.

- 168 -
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4. Dr Kenneth Pickthorn MP

On 12 November 1945 another Conservative MP, Kenneth Pickthorn,
tried to raise the handing over of the Yugoslavs with the Chancellor
of the Duchy of Lancaster, John Hynd, but merely received the reply
that 'it has never been HM Government's policy to employ forcible
repatriation.’

e

5. My Francis Scott and the Foreign Office

On 13 May 1946, a Unionist MP, Prof Douglas Savory, again attempted
to raise the repatriation of the Yugoslavs in the House. He was told
by the Minister of State at the Foreign Office, Hector McNeill, that :

'‘British authorities in Austria have handed over one person to
Yugoslavia and he has been proven to be a genuine collaborator.'

Savory had asked his question at the instance of a constituent, Dr
Harold Buxton, Bishop of Gibraltar, who had written to him enclosing
a long letter about the events in Austria from his nephew Francis
Scott. Scott had been an officer in a unit on the Austro-Yugoslav
border charged with handing back 'Chetniks'to Tito's troops, and
forcibly recalled the general unhappiness of his men at the :

'action taken by this country in handing over simple people
who had acted as they felt was right during the war, some of
them as our allies, to a sticky fate when we had the chance
to save them.'

As a result of his letter to Savory, Dr Buxton was invited to the
Foreign Office to discuss the matter, and on 30 May John Colville
noted :

'The Bishop of Gibraltar came to see Mr Hayter and myself
bringing with him this letter from his nephew ... we explained
to him quite clearly that the incident to which his nephew
referred must have been the surrender in May 1945 of 900 Croats
by the British military authorities which ended in their massacre.
In spite of this the Bishop went straight home and wrote his
letter to the Times on the strength of which Professor Savory
asked his question in Parliament.

I do not for a moment believe that there is any truth in Mr
Francis Scott's allegations .. .'

Considering Colville's own disquiet over the ‘incident' of the Croats
only a few months earlier, it seems that, as the war receded into
the past, the trail was now becoming colder rather than warmer.

6. Maj Tufton Beamish MP and Mr Warbey MP

On 21 May 1946 two more MPs, one Conservative, one Labour, Maj
Tufton Beamish and William Warbey, made further fruitless attempts
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[t is again a fundamental misunderstanding of what happened
to suggest that, when arrangements - -were put in train for the
hand-over of the Cossacks, there was a 'conspiratorial'
contradiction between written and oral orders given by 5 Corps
in respect of screening. The only serious attempt to distinguish
which 'Cossacks' might not be eligible for repatriation had taken
place by the time 5 Corps drew up 21 May definition order.
Of the original six 'formed bodies' originating from territories
controlled by the Soviet Union, two had by this time been ruled
as not eligible for repatriation, the Schutzkorps and the
Ukrainian Division, because they comprised a majority of
non-Soviet nationals. The other four were ruled as eligible
to be repatriated because, as 'formed bodies', they included
a vast majority of Soviet citizens. The most cobvious group
of 'mon-Soviet citizens' in these groups were the 900-odd German
officers and men in the 15 Cossack Cavalry Corps, not the
emigres whose presence has in hindsight come to seem of such
overwhelming importance. Nevertheless, for reasons of
operational expedience, it was considered that the only screening
which should take place should be that implicit in the terms
of the 21 May definition order, ie that all members of the
formations deemed eligible for repatriation, including Germans,
should be handed over. Because the possibility of isclated
individuals being found not to be Soviet nationals had been
raised, a clause was properly put in to the effect that these
would be considered if 'particularly pressed'; but otherwise
5 Corps was acting strictly in accordance with the AFHQ letter
of 7 March in not going out of its way to seek out non-Soviet
citizens' (in the event, of course, when this clause was put to
the test by 6th Armoured Division on 29 May 60 individual cases
were 'found not to be Soviet citizens' and were not repatriated).
The overriding intention of the 21 May definition order was
that all the members of the named formations should be handed
over with as little complication as possible. All subsequent
orders, either from 5 Corps or from relevant subordinate
commands, were in accordance with this, and the orders that
special care should be taken to ensure that no officers escaped
were given to avoid the possibility of officers alerting the
remainder of the Cossacks in such a way that subsequent
transfers became more difficult to carry out.

Similarly 5 Corps maintained its deliberate deception of higher
authority that no Yugoslavs other than Croats were being handed
back against their will;

The charge that 5 Corps deceived higher commands over the
repatriations of the dissident Yugoslavs can only be based on
a wilful misreading of the evidence and a lack of understanding
of how the Army Staff system operates. On 20 May Eighth
Army received full notification of the Low-Ivanovitch agreement
the previous day, naming the categories of Yugoslavs to be
handed over, and on 23 May sent a signal to AFHQ in full support
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citizens must be returned to Russia, whether they are willing to go
or not' and that 'there is no limit to the amount of force which may
be used' [KPs 318 and 319]. I'M Alexander, on the other hand, reported
to Alexander Kirk at the end of July that, on his visit to the Potsdam
conference, Churchill had told him to be particularly careful to ensure
that 'mo force' was used 'to persuade anyone to return to his native
country' [KP 313]. This seems to have been in accordance with the
general policy urged by Alexander's own HQ during the repatriations
from Austria two months earlier.

Eighth Army

It was Gen McCreery commanding Eighth Army who was immediately
responsible for direction of the situation in which 5 Corps found itself
after its occupation of southern Austria. I[f force had to be used
to expel Tito's Yugoslavs from Austria and north-east Italy, McCreery
would have been in charge of all the military operations required.
The initial fighting would have been the responsibility of 5 Corps
and 13 Corps under his command. He wished 5 Corps to be
operationally ready and he agreed with Alexander's policy of 'clearing
the decks'.

It was Gen McCreery who initially suggested, at the time of the threat
of Army Group E entering Austria, that 'Croats become Tito's show'
and who made the suggestions to ATFHQ which resulted in the
Robertson order. From that time on McCreery and HQ Eighth Army
gave the fullest possible support to all the steps which HQ 5 Corps
was taking to implement that order. [t was HQ Eighth Army which,
on 23 May, objected to the application of the 'Distone order’ to Austria
(having observed a possible conflict between this and the steps being
taken by 5 Corps to implement the Robertson order). And in the
course of this signal to AFIIQ, HQ Eighth Army commented 'Consider
policy should be for all nationals, ie persons born within the pre-1939
frontier of an Allied country to be handed over to Ally concerned'.
This would have justified handing over not only the Viktring Yugoslavs,
but also most of the emigres among the Cossacks, and was the most

sweeping recommendation for repatriation put forward by anyone
during the period.

In preparation for the discussion of repatriation policy with the AFHQ
representatives on 26-27 May, Gen McCreery made an extensive
visit to the 5 Corps area on 24-25 May, and the outcome of the
discussions at his HQ was full support for what 5 Corps was doing.
Only later, when the operational phase of the repatriations was
concluded, did Gen McCreery respond to the representations made
to him by the Red Cross and Allied Military Government by prohibiting
further forecible repatriation.

Throughout the repatriation episode it was Gen McCreery and HQ
Eighth Army who enabled 5 Corps to maintain a steady course, despite
the contradictions in orders emanating from AFIIQ. [t was they who
finally persuaded AFIIQ to agree with 5 Corps practice. [t would
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Prilog br. 25: Cowgillovo izvjeSée, dokumenti svibanj do
kolovoza 1945. koji se odnose na pitanje repatrijacije
zarobljenika sila Osovine

No  May 1945
99 14th T.923/5 President to Prime Minister

Your number 47. I have today informed the American
Ambassador in Belgrade that the communication made
by your Ambassador on the subject of Carinthia has the
approval of the United States Government and that he
may so inform Tito,

See KP 82

100 1205 1638 Prime Minister to Macmillan

Your 879 - I quite understand your embarrassment, bul See kPs 74
course is now clear. President Truman points the way. ' 91
We certainly shall follow,

101 1342 F 75163 FM Alexander to Gen Clark, 15 Army Group

I.  Reference your SGS397 which covers report See KP 86
submitted by Gen Keightley to Gen McCreery on 13 May.

2. It should be made quite clear to all Yugoslav
Commanders that the presence of Yugoslav forces in
Styria and Carinthia contravenes the agreement between
the Allied Governments, including Russia, that these two
Austrian provinces will be occupied and administered
for the present by British forces. Also that Marshal Tito
has been requested by FM Alexander and formally by
HM Ambassador at Belgrade to withdraw his forces south
of the Austro-Yugoslay frontier. Their continued presence
north of this frontier is therefore unwelcome.
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Concern Over Mass Movement of Croats

102 1450 AC/190 Eighth Army to 15 Army Group, Copy AFHQ,
4 Corps

Approx 300,000 Germans and 200,000 Croats moving s kps 95, 97,
towards area Villach-Klagenfurt. 112 and 118
Have authorised Keightley to take over formed bodies :ﬁﬂajﬁgs

as they cross border. 15 May marked

for action

Ask AFHQ to ask Tito how many enemy he eventually Eﬂéﬁ?}ué’;gﬁm

wishes to retain. Suggest Croats become Tito's show. RESMIN, G-5,

This problem is additional to the subject referred to in &3

my signal AC/189. See KPs 135,
143 and 167

Troops under Army Group E have food for two days only.

165
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No

May 1945

- 261 -

127 16th 0225 0.442 5 Corps to Eighth Army, Copy AFHQ, TAC Eighth

128

129

130

Army 6 Armd, 78 and 46 Divs [AFHQ copy arrived 1145
Action G-3 Info SACS, Resmin, USPOLAD, G-1(B), CAO
ete]

Includes report on meeting with Lt Col Hocevar 4th
Yugoslav Army [See KP 115].

Surrender of '200,000' Croats Under Guarantee of Full Rights to

0250

0415r

0525

Surrendered Personnel

0.441 5 Corps to AFHQ, Eighth Army, Divs etc

Comd 38 Irish Inf Bde achieved agreement of Croat Corps
Comd to surrender to Yugoslav forces all Croat forces
amounting to 200,000 under his comd. Croat force will
be assembled and disarmed within Yugoslav border in
area East of Bleiburg. Yugoslavs have guaranteed full
rights of surrendered personnel and agreed to trial of
nominated war criminals by Allied court. Large train
of camp followers to be sent back to Croatia.

M 1007  Military Government Staff Austria at Eighth
Army to G-5 AFHQ

Probability we shall shortly find in British occupied zone
in Austria large numbers Yugoslav civilians who are anti-
Tito. They being driven out by Yugoslav forces.

If met, what is their position and should they be returned
to Yugoslavia if such is demanded by Yugeslavs. If not
demanded, what is their status?

578-583 Marshal Tolbukhin (HQ Third Ukrainian Front)
to Commanders First Bulgarian Army, Third Yugoslav
Army, 57th Soviet Army, GSKA (General Antonov), Copy
Marshal Tito

On the basis of the directive of the High Main Command
number 11090 of 15 May 1945, the First Bulgarian Army
is withdrawing to the rear, and in its place is being
positioned the Third Yugoslav Army which comes under
my command with regard to operations ...

1. ... The eleventh infantry division (marksmen) to
be deployed only after the liquidation of bandit groups
in the region of Gajlic, Rac. All captured Ustachi/Croats,
members of Yugoslavia/are to be handed over to the Third
Yugoslav Army with all of their weapons. Captured
Russians, Germans, and other nationalities are to be handed
over to the 57th Army. This delivery of prisoners and
weapons to the Third Yugoslav Army is to be completed
by 18 May 1945 at the latest.

- 269 -

See KPs 196
and 205

See KPs 89, 95,
122a and 225

See KP 168
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293 9th

294

295 1lth

No  June 1945

- Eighth Army LO Report on Visit to Headquarters 5 Corps
7/8 June

Hand-Over of Yugoslavs to Tito's Forces

AS with the hand-over, of the Cossacks, this operation was much
less difficult than had been anticipated.

From the Cage at Viktring the Yugoslavs were taken in TOVs
to Maria Elend or Bleiburg stations. Escorts and guards at the
stations were found by 1 Gds Bde. At the stations Yugoslavs
were searched for arms, org into their own units (coys and bns)
as far as possible, and entrained. Care was taken to segregale
Ustachi from Chetniks, and to provide seats for offrs, women
and children.

On completion of entrainment, Tito's guard appeared and took
over, a signature being obtained from the Yugoslav guard comd.

As far as is known there were no incidents whilst the personnel
were in British hands, but Yugoslav LO reported 3 suicides and
2 wounded, all believed to have taken place on the train.

Conduct of Yugoslav guards seen by 5 Corps LO at Maria Elend
was exemplary,

111 British Ambassador Belgrade (Stevenson) Lo Anthony Eden

Agreement reached with Tito over Venezia Giulia to withdraw
his forces from Trieste and neighbouring terrilories.

CCS 876 (1292) Combined Chiefs of Staff

Re NAF 975. Report by the Combined Administrative Committee
on disposal of prisoners of war and refugees in Austria by
SACMED :

Action already taken by SACMED with respect to the disposition
of the Cossacks should be ratified,

In view of the action already taken on the governmental level
concerning dissident Yugoslav troops, further transfers of Croats
should be withheld.

With respect to Chetniks, SACMED should be informed to handle

such personnel in accordance with existing instructions of the
British Foreign Office and Department of State.

- 318 -

This report was

by an Eighth Army
L0, not an AFHQ LO
as previously
believed. This
can be seen by
inspection of the
full text

Lt Lochhead (SOE)
was 5 Corps LO

See KP 303
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No  August 1945

Winston Churchill's Views on Forced Repatriation

313 Ist

3152 Alexander C Kirk to Secretary of State Washington

Alexander stated last evening that at Potsdam Churchill had
expressed great apprehension as to future of all those people
who refused to return to their native countries because of
opposition to political regimes and referred specifically to Poles,
Yugoslavs, Latvians, Lithuanians and Estonians.

The former British Prime Minister had stated that every person
in above-mentioned categories who was forced to return to his
native country was a fulure enemy of England. He urged
Alexander to be particularly careful to see to it that no force
used to persuade anyone to return to his native country.

Kirk Reports Anti-partisan Hand-Over to Tito Against US Wishes

314 4th

315 §th

3187 Alexander C Kirk to S of S Washington

Re our 2162 of May 14. Just learnt that despite our informing
COS, CAO, Res Minister and G-5 Section of Department's views
the instructions contained in Robertson's draft telegram
[FX 75383] in which we did not concur were carried out.

= Deputy USPOLAD to SAC AFHQ

I refer to my memorandum of 17 May 1945 in which I brought
to the attention of the Deputy Chief of Staff my non-concurrence
in the telegram which the CAQO dispatched to MACMIS with
regard to the disposition of certain Yugoslav nationals who
surrendered to the Allies . ..

I'am instructed to inform you that the Department of State fails
to understand why the instructions contained in the CAO's
telegram were not countermanded in time to prevent the apparent
transfer of Yugoslav troops which did not begin until 23 May.
The Department points out that the CAO's instructions did not
conform to the views of the United States and British
Governments and the transfer, in the opinion of the Department,
could not be justified on the grounds of administrative expediency.

The Department desired me to add that it assumes that further

transfers have been stopped in accordance with instructions
in FAN 576, of 20 June 1945,

- 325 -

See KPs 107 and
103 but also see
KP 269 (29 May)
in which USPOLAD
was informed of
actual
situation!

See KP 163

0ffie is refer-
ring here to KP
118 the signal
to MACMIS about
the 200,000
Croats who never
reached Austria
whereas Kirk in
KP 102 had
referred to the
Robertson

Signal (KP 103)!

See KP 303
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26: Jasna Zani¢ Nardini,

stalni

»Vjesnika“ iz Londona ,,Jedan krivac manje*, Vjesnik, 21.

listopada 1990.

2 stranica @ nedjelja 21. listopada 1990. godine

VJESNIK

dopisnik

an krivac manje

NOVI IZVIESTAJ O BLEIBURGU: Najvazniji zakljuéak tzv. Cowgillove komisije glasi da Ha-
rold hlacmillan, u vrijeme rata ministar zaduZzen za zonu Sredozemlja, nije imao gotovo nika-

" 0D § TALNOG DOPISNIKA
»WIESNIKA«

LONEC-ON — Nedugo po-
sto. je jroviesnidar Nikolai
FNolstoy 986, objavio svoju
spornu {r.a Otoku kasnije
zabranjen. ' knjigu =Mini-
star i poko i- koja govori o
prisilnim isruéenjima bri-
tanskih zarc bljenika u dru-
gom svijetskom ratu, radom
je zapocela jedna privatna
komisija Zauatak joj je bio
da ispita okolnosti u koji-
ma je u proljede 1945 bri-
tanska vojaska u okupiranoj
Austriji sovijetskim te jugo-
slavenskim viastima fzrudi-
la vise od 40000 Kozaka i
drugih izbjeglica iz SSSR
ito su se uglavnom borili
na strani Nijemaca, te oko
26000 izbieglih ili zar 2=
nih Jugoslavena 5to su pri-
padali  razlicitim  protuti-
tovskim snapama Cetvero-
godisnji rad Komisije tada
jc izlaskom dvaju
podebelih svezaka, koji su u
nazocnosti  velikog broja
novinara, povijesnic¢ara i
publicista ovih dana pro-
movirani u Londonu. Rijed
je o izvjestaju koji je pritom
ponova  uzbunio duhove,
umijesto da ih smiri, kako je
bila namiera njegovih sa-
stavljaca

CVRSTE CINJENICE
Oslanjajudi se na évrste ¢i-
njenice pisanih dokumena-
ta, taj izvjestaj kronoloskim
redom govori o posljednjim
trenucima rata u okupira-
noj Austriji. U prilogu su ti-
skani i faksimili dokume-
nata koje su €lanovi Komi-
sije pronasli u britanskim i
americkim drzavnim arhi-
vima, zatim u zaostavsitini
Harolda Macmillana, te
arhivima u Beogradu i Lju-
bliani. Clanovi Komisije se
hivsi diplomati o) -
low, Tiovinar 1 publicist
Chris ocoker, te nje-

topher B
redsjednik ri ni
general R%tﬁon_y Cowgill.
Najpvazniyl zakljucak te tzv,
Cowgillove  komisije  [samo-
zvanog tijela buduci da se nije
radilo o sluZznenoj istrazi) glasi

da Harold Macmillan, bivsi
britanski premijer, a U vrijeme
rata ministar zaduzen za zonu
Sredozemlja, nije imao gotovo
nikakva ud_j_g‘:g u_ prisilnim
izrucenjima ukupno 70000 Ko-
zaka 1 JugoslavenaHadilo se o
njihovu slanju u gotovo sigur-
nu smrt, kako se pokazalo ka-
snije nakon masovnih likvida-
ciji_Koje su_nad deportiranim
n@lmuwﬁi_m_a_umdu-
¢ile i Crvena armija i pobjed-
nicka partizanska vojska) U
izviedtaju se kaZze, da ta izrude-
nja nisu bila dio Macmillanove
zavjere [kakvu spominje Tol-

stoy], da_se zarobljenike izruci
mimo i Usprkos sluzbenoj %ri.
tanskoj poiitlc 1945, Naprotiv,
priElne Tepalrijacije - znagdile
s5u 15Fravnu primjenu_neugod-
ne ali opravdane politike, do-
govorene na najvisim Lrian-
skim instancama — zakljuéuje
Cowgillova komisija.

Kozaci su tako bili izruéeni
sovjetskim snagama na teme-
lju sporazuma potpisanog na
Jalti — bududi da su se Britan-
ci nadali kako ¢e na taj nac¢in
osigurati i najbrze pustanje
vlastitih ratnih zaborobljenika
izl logora u Istoénoj Evropi._l;(_gp

A i iju
Jugoslavena, koji su se, bjezeci
;‘)gr[‘: partizanima, sklonili_ u
Aug SAroliko dru-
sfvo sastojalo od domobransa,
ustasa, ¢etnika, nedicevaca, ljo-
ticevaca itd) Cowgi izvie-
staj navodi nagtosti 5to_su
i@_ﬁ_l}{m_kg_t&m-
n@ 1 britanske vojske. Do krize
je dGslo kada je pri kraju rata
=marsal Tito pokusao osvojiti i
zadriati dijelove juzne Austrije

i sjeverne [talije-, stoji u izvje-
Staju.

U takvim prilikama, Bri-
tanci su Zeljeli -oéistiti paldBa-
Zarobllenika, odnosno rije-
Siti ih se, kako bi bili spremni
za slucaj vojnog sukoba s doju-
cerasnjim saveznikom, parti-
zanima. Na kraju, medutim, do
tog sukoba Koji je visio u zra-
ku, nije ni doslo.
POKOLIJA NIJE BILO? Jedna
od zanimljivosti izvjestaja jest i
tvrdnja, kako se poznati -blaj-

. kva waliela u prisilnim izrucenjima 70.000 Kozaka i Jugoslavena

burski pokolj- partizana nad
izbjeglicama iz Hrvatske nika-
da nije dogodio — bharem ne
unutar austrijskibh granica na
samom ___ blajburikom  poljuy
(tjedni 3
cem broju prijevod izvatka koji

o tome govori) -1

Znatan dio ¢&itave price o
izruéenjima poznat je i od ra-
nije — no Cowigllova komisija
inzistira da je sve teklo po do-
govorenoj proceduri, da depor-
tacije bilo Kozaka, bilo Jugo-
slavena nisu bile dio nikalkve
szaviere- Macmillana i wvisih
oficira britanske vojsie,

Bioprafl Harolda Macmillana
A}ism_ir Horne ?risumn. prili-
kom promocije 1zvijestaja, izja-
vio je. kako je njemu otprije ja-
sno da britanski visi oficiri do-
ista nisu organizirall izrucenja
na svoju ru?{u. No, on je_potam
postavio pitanje (koje je ostalo
bez pravog odgovora) o tome

— nije i moguce da_su zapov-
jednici britanske vojske sklo-
pili_s Titom pogodbu u tom
smislu, da se on sa svojim par-
tizanima povuce iz spornih di-

jelova Ausirije 1 [talije, a da mu
BIRATCL IzZrice 2A006 Thensia.
vena,

U verbalnoj bici koja se po-
tom zame a, ne 1
nih, poput grofa Tolstoya, optu-
#ili_ su Komisiju da je u svojem
radu_bila pristrana, te da se

radi o ljudima establismenta, &

ne o objekfivnim socima nit]
poviesnicarima.  MNel drie\

spornom i odluku Komisije da
se koristi pret im

iz¥arima, ne_izjavama_pre
/Wﬁ-'lﬁve Wﬁrav
ne, nakon cetiri godine rada,
sastavijaci «Cowgillova izvje-
Staja- otkrili su obilje novog
materijala, sud o kojem tek
trebaju izreci poviesnicari. U
meduvremenu,  grofl  Tolstoy

ve frjigu, Christop-

her Booker [¢lan Cowgillove
komisijel uskoro _ objaxljuje
viastiti

BEC Tadi na dokumentarnoj
efiisil, UKTalko, rijec jé o kon
troverzi koja i nakon 45 godina
ne zamire.

JASNA ZANIC NARDINI

an u-N

rikaz toka spora. a/



Prilog br. 27: Dio iz knjige Franci Strlea ,,Veliki finale na
Koroskem®, Ljubljana 1976.

da bi jim privos¢ili ugodnosti ujetnitkega taboriSta na Ve-
trinjskem polju. Vendar pa o vrnjenih ustadih ni natanénih
podatkov, zlasti ne © tistih, ki so jih Britanci v Jugoslavijo
poslali z vlaki protivvzhodu, se pravi prek Pliberka -in Dravo-
grada, kjer so jih prevzemale enote 3. jugoslovanske armade.

7elo natanéni podatki so ohranjeni o tistih ustadih in
hrvatskih domobranih, ki so se vrnili v Jugoslavijo skozi ka-
ravaniki predor in prek Jesenic. Enote 11. dalmatinske udar-
ne brigade iz sestave motoriziranega odreda 4. armade so ze
19. maja 1945 prevzele od Britancev 2.100 ustafev in domo-
branov. Naslednji dan, 20. maja, 50 od 9. britanskega korpusa
iz Celovea dobile Ze tiso¢ ujetnikov hrvatske narodnosti. To
pa je bil Zele zatetek.™®

Iz taborita na Vetrinjskem polju so prigli najprej mna
vrsto ljotiéevci, o katerih so tudi Britanci dobro vedeli, da
se po fa¥istiéni miselnosti v nidemer ne razlikujejo od nem-
£kih nacistov. Na tovornjakih so jih 24. maja 1945 odpeljali
na postajo Sv. Helene. Ves ¢as so bili moéno zastraZeni. Bri-
tanci so jih spremljali z bajoneti na pudkah, s pripravljenimi
strojnicami v rokah in s tanki. Na prostoru pred ZelezniSko
postajo so jim temeljito preiskali prtljago, nato so jih zaprli
po 40 v ysak Zelezni$ki #ivinski vagon, oficirji s podpolkov-
nikom Radoslavom Tatalovicem, komandantom operativne
skupine Srbskega prostovoljnega konpusa,® ki so jo vojasko
potolkle Ze enote 4. in 7. korpusa Jugoslovanske armade pri
Cabru in Kotevski reki ter poslej ni pomenila nobene resne
vojagke nevarnosti ve¢, pa s0 dobili poseben potniski vagon.
Ko je lokomotiva potegnila, so iz #akalnice skoé¢ili partizani,
se povzpeli na vlak in najprej dobro zastrazili zajete oficirje,
ki so bili od presenefenja popolnoma prepadeni.™

S to prvo vlakovmo po3iljko je odSel tudi domobranski
prate? z dvajsetimi vozmi in gtiridesetimi ljudmi. Odpeljali
so se ez Celovec in Beljak proti PodroZci, otitno zaradi tega,
ker so Britanci hoteli prikriti pravo smer. Druga posiljka je
%la 25. maja maravnost iz Vetrinja po Rozu v Podro%co.™

Po teh prvih dveh vlakovnih posilikah je priBel neki
domaéin povedat Francu Krenerju, da AmgleZi vradajo Cet-
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# To sta bila 3. in 4. polk, ki sta bila po porazih pri Cabru
in Koéevski Reki dejansko v razsulu: Tatalovié je moral ukazati
umik proti Vrhniki pri Ljubljani, drugafe bi mu bile enote po-
polnoma razpadle (Ures Kostié »Tritanska operacijax v rokopisu).
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Prilog br. 28: Dio knjige Milana Rake i Slavka
Druzijaniéa ,Jedanaesta dalmatinska (biokovska)
brigada“, Split 1987. koji se odnosi na dogadaje u
Koruskoj krajem rata

MILAN RAKO
SLAVKO DRUZIJANIC

JEDANAESTA
DALMATINSKA
(BIOKOVSKA)
BRIGADA

Miroslav Medimorec: lIzvr§io sam zapovijed: odveo sam u smrt 900 Hrvata

INSTITUT
ZA HISTORIJU RADNICKOG POKRETA DALMACIJE
SPLIT, 1987. -
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frontovima. Ubrzo je postignuta suglasnost i nasa kolona je krenula u pravcu
Bovca. Tom prilikom u Stab odreda dogao je kao oficir za vezu pripadnik bri-
tanske specijalne jedinice, poru¢nik R. C. Lochead, student elektro-tehnike,
Skotlandanin iz Glazgova. On ¢ée ostati pri Stabu odreda sve do povlacenja od-
reda iz Korugke.

Po dolasku u Bovec trebalo se s Britancima dogovoriti o daljem kretanju
odreda. Na&i su smatrali da je najpogodniji pravac za dalje kretanje nase kolone
— pravac preko planinskog prijevoja Predel i dalje preko TrbiZa u Kerugku. Bri-
tanci se nisu slozili s tim pravcem ve¢ su traZili da na$ odred krene sa njima pa-
ralelno preko Vrsic¢a, a njihova ¢e jedinica prodirati preko Predela. Za nase mo-
torizovane dijelove — tenkove, artiljeriju i pozadinske motodijelove postignuta
je suglasnost da s obzirom na neprohodnost pravca preko Vrica krenu preko
Predela i da dalje nastave kretanje preko Trbiza ka Korugkoj.

Ovako je izgledao dodek u svim naseljenim mjestima Slovenackog primoria nadoj vojsci

Kod procjene situacije o kretanju navedenim pravcima trebalo je imati u
vidu, da su mostovi i dionice puteva na mnogim dijelovima puta prema TrbiZu
bili poruseni. Nade jedinice nisu raspolagale s potrebnim mostovnim materija-
lom s kojim bi brzo osposobile put za tenkove i artiljeriju, dok su saveznici ras-
polagali s tom opremom. Trebalo je 1 tu &injenicu imati u vidu u dono$enju od-
luke o pravcu kretanja a i traZiti savezni¢ku podréku, kako bi se sto prije izbilo
u Korusku.

Ovakvo rjesenje odgovaralo je i odredu, jer je tako motorizovanim dijelo-
vima (artiljerija i tenkovi) cmoguéeno da brZe stignu na granicu Koruske, a isto
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Odnos prema nasim vlastima u Korugkoj nije trebalo posebno obradivati
jer je on od ranije poznat.

Pukovnik Bosko Siljegovi¢ tih dana neprekidno je angaziran na rje$avanju
niza pitanja koja je nametala situacija. Trebalo je regulirati odgovarajuce odnose
s britanskom komandom 5. korpusa koja je ujedno komanda okupacione zone
(komandant britanskog 5. korpusa je general Kaightley) Komanda ovog korpu-
sa bila je smjestena u jednoj vili na obali Vrbskog jézera. Razgovori oko razoru-
zavanja neprijateljskih jedinica teku bez velikih natezanja. Medutim, najtezi su
razgovori oko podrske na$oj vlasti na podrugju Koruske, posto u Celoveuiu Ko-
ruskoj djeluje istovremeno i austrijska vlast koja je u tim momentima produze-
tak stare vlasti. Istina, ponovo formirana ali od strane organa bivse Hitlerove up-
rave, jer su oni direktno prenijeli svoje ranije prerogative na njih. Saveznidka
okupaciona uprava viSe je okrenuta ka saradniji s ovom posljednjom. Britanski
komandant u li¢cnom kontaktu sa Siljegovicem obeéava suradnju, no i pored
toga izbijaju neprekidno sporovi izmedu nadih organa vlasti i Komande mjesta
u Celoveu s organima britanske okupacione uprave. General Kaightley je u raz-
govoru vrlo ljubazan i ugladen, on pruza utisak ¢ovjeka koji se pasionirano bavi
filozofijom. U pukovniku Siljegovi¢u nasao je dobrog sugovornika. Njih dvojica
vode razgovore i u $etnji kroz prostrano uredeni park vile na obali Vrbskog je-
zera.™?

Major Dubaji¢ je i oficir za vezu kod Britanaca. On &esto odlazi kod njih i
angaziran je na rjeSavanju niza poslova koje je data situacija svakodnevno name-
tala, od traZenja goriva za nade tenkove (tenkovi su upotrebljavali visokooktan-
ski benzin kojega se nije moglo tada naci u zaplijenjenim gorivima po njemac-
kim skladi3tima), suradnje oko hvatanja ratnih zlo¢inaca (Paveli¢a i drugih) do
suradnje na razoruZavanju njemackih kolona. Na Dubaji¢evo trazenje Britanci
su odredili jedan tenkovski bataljon kao pomo¢ u razoruzavanju kolone koja je
idalje nastojala da se probije na pravcu Velikovec—Celovec. Komandant toga ba-
taljona britanski major, perfektno je govorio srpskohrvatskim jezikom, posto je
prije rata zivio u Boru u Srbiji, gdje mu je otac bio jedan od direktorau Borskom
rudniku bakra. On je iskazivao sklonost prema nasoj vojsci. Sa Dubajic¢em je ¢es-
to na pregovorima i britanski poru¢nik Lochead, koji je u nasem stabu od Ko-
barida kao oficir za vezu iz saveznitke vojske. Poruénik Lochead je pravi zago-
vornik teze nagih pregovara¢a u britanskim komandama. U jednom od tih raz-
govora britanski komandant je prigovorio Dubajicu, da su nase jedinice zarobile
kolonu Rusa iz Kozackog korpusa u Jesenicama i da su poslije razoruZanja pus-
tene da odu slobodno u Austriju, a da oni Britanci imaju obavezu prema marsalu

- Tolbuhinu da sve zarobljenike iz ruskih i kozaékih jedinica, koje su bile u sastavu

njemacke vojske predaju sovjetskim jedinicama. On je tom prilikom zatraZio da
se ubuduée sve takve zarobljenike preda njima a oni ée ih izru¢iti Rusima.™

Nakon dogovora o razoruzanju kolone koja je nastupala prema Celovcu iz
pravca Velikovea i intervencije britanskog tenkovskog bataljona njemacka ko-
lona je otpocela s predajom naoruzanja i opreme. Ogromna koli¢ina ratnog pli-
jena odjednom se nasla na cesti i uz cestu Velikovec—Celovec. Nage jedinice pri-
stupile su istovremeno uz razoruzanje i prikupljanju zaplijenjene ratne tehnika
i materijala.

747) Kazivanje B. Siljegovica i Srecka Frajndliha (nad tumas, sada novinar »Vjesnikac u Za-
grebu) autoru,
748) Kazivanje S. Dubaji¢a autoru 1983. godine.
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veé 10. maja prestala je pruzati jagi otpor,
»Sercerjeva« u Velikovec, »Tom$ieva« u Sinéa Vas i Pliberk, »Bragiceva« je kre-
nula ka Borovlju, Koruski partizanski odred posjeo je polozaje na liniji Borov-
lje-Kozentavra-Svetna Vas i po dubini zeljezni¢ki i cestovni most na Dravi.

SITUACIJA NAKON IZBITANJA KORUSKE GRUPE NA RIJEKU KRKU

Na frontu ispred jedinica 14. slovenacke divizije, 14. SS divizija »Galizien«
a brigade slovenagke divizije izbile su:

Doglavnik Mile Budak i posljednji predsjednik vlade tzv. NDH Nikola Mandi¢
sa suradnicima u Podrostici 17. maja 19435.

U tim momentima na jugoslavenskom teritoriju nalazila se glavnina Léhro-
ve armije, koja je jo§ uvijek Zeljela da se probije na austrijski teritorij te u tom
pravcu poduzima odgovarajuce mijere. U toj situaciji nade jedinice u Koruskoj
mogu ocekivati pokusaje prodora ove veli{(e neprijateljske grupacije i to na
pravcima Dravograd-Pliberk—-Celovec i Ljubljana-Trzié-Celovec.

Jedinice 5. britanskog korpusa krenul]e su iz Celovea prema Velikoveu i Pli-

berku.
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skih mostova do Celovca sutradan 13. maja. Iduéeg dana u siri rajon Sent Jakoba
stigla je i Kranjska grupa. ' :
Zeljeznitka pruga Jesenice-Podrosca bila je u ispravnom stanju. Trebalo je
nju ito prije osposobiti za saobrac¢aj (prakticki to je bila u stvari samo duzina tu-
nelaispod Karavanki). Organizirane zeljezni¢ke organizacije nije bilo. Tog zadat-
ka u Jesenicama prihvatio se zamjenik komandanta brigade kapetan Dominko
Antunovié. On je prije rata u toku sluzenja vojske bio u Zeljezni¢koj jedinici, pak

je ponedto znao o Zeljeznici. PotraZio je Zeljeznilare, no videdi da ée izgubiti puno

vremena odluéio se da sam pokrene lokomotivu i s njom je prosao kroz tunel.
U meduvremenu prikuplieno je i zeljezni¢ko osoblje i tako je proradio najkraéi
put iz Korugke prema Jesenicama i Ljubljani,”*® kuda ¢e narednih dana dano-
noéno proticati zaplijenjena ratna tehnika i zarobljenici iz Koruske prema Jese-
nicama i Ljubljani.

Sredinom dana 14. maja Kranjska grupa stigla je kompletna u Roznu dolinu
i razmjestila se na §irem prostoru Sent Jaﬁoba. 0d tog momenta Motomehani-
zirani odred djeluje do daljega kao cjelina.

U toku ovog dana Motomehanizirani odred dobio je potrebne kolicine go-
riva kojeg je neprekidno depesama trazi od Staba 26. divizije. Da bi se razumjela
problematika oko snabdijevanja odreda s gorivom potrebno je istaci neke od
momenata koji su komplicirali djelovanje odreda uslijed nemoguénosti blagov-
remenog snabdijevanja gorivom. Uz motorna vozila kojima su ras olagale arti-
lierijske i tenkovska jedinica, odred je zarobio veliki broj njemaéki]}jl vozilai jed-
nim brojem motorizirao svoju pjeadiju, a kod Nijemaca su nadene zaplijenjene
male koli¢ine goriva. Potrebno gorivo moglo je biti dotureno iz divizijskih i ar-
mijskih rezervi sa sireg prostora Trsta, cestom koja dolinom Soce vodi preko
prijevoja Vréi¢a i Predela u Korusku ili u Kranjsku Goru. Vrsicki prijevoj je za
vozila hio neprohodan pa se moralo orijentirati samo na Prcdslsﬁi prijevoj ili
neki drugi cestovni pravac koji preko Udina izvodi u Korusku. Medutim, za ove
prohodne puteve trebalo je traziti odobrenje savezni¢ke komande. Vec 10. maja
Stab 11. brigade svojom depeiom obavjestava Stab 26. divizije da je brigada os-
tala bez goriva i trazi da se uputi pravcem Tolmin-Bovec-Trbiz-Kranjska Gora.
Kako gorivo nije stizalo Stab brigade ponovo depe$om od 12. maja trazi od di-
vizije da joj upute gorivo ranije navedenim pravcem i da se zatra%i'odobrenje od
saveznika. I konaéno prva koli¢ina goriva je doturena 14. maja.”*® S gorivom za
kamione nekako je iélo, jer su pronadene minimalne koli¢ine za nuZne potrebe.
Medutim s gorivom za tenkove i blinde nije moglo biti rjedenja ukoliko se ne do-
bije od Britanaca (visokooktanski benzin za tenkovske motore). Taj problem je
uspjesno rijesio major Dubaji¢ svojom intervencijom kod Britanaca tako $to su
Britanci dali benzin za tenkove iz svojih skladidta.”"

Iako je za sve jedinice njemacke oruzane sile prestanak davanja otpora na-
stupio 9. maja u 01.00 sat, one na pojedinim pravcima jo$ i dalje nastoje da se
silom oruzja probiju u Austriju i da se predaju saveznickim jedinicama. U tome
se narodito istiéu razne kvislinske jedinice sa teritorija Jugoslavije. General Lohr
je iskoristio nedovoljnu budnost jedinice koja ga je drzala u zarobljenistvu i kre-
nuo u Korusku. Tom prilikom njegova 104. divizija obnovila je borbe sa 14. slo-
venackom divizijom na prostoru izmedu Crne i Pliberka. Ustasko-domobranske
snage i &etnici takoder ne polaZu oruzje ve¢ nastoje da se probiju prema zapadu
na praveu Slovengradec-Dravograd—Pliberk. I tu na desetak kilometara dalje u
rajonu Dravskih mostova neprijatelj je do jucer pruzao otpor.

768) Pismo D. Antunovi¢a u arhivi autora.

769) Knjiga depesa 26, divizije.

770) Kazivanje S. Dubajica autoru 1983. godine i Omera Mirosevica, tada pomoénika vodnog
delegata voda blindi tenkovskog bataljona.
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Dakle, na prostoru gdje se jo$ nalaze jedinice Grupe armija »E«, kao i kvis-
lingke jedinice, situacija je jo§ prili¢no nejasna. Iz istonog pravca Karavanki mo-
guce je oekivati proder neprijateljskih grupa ili kolona ukoliko budu zaustav-
[jene na praveu Pliberk—Celovec, a posto nase jedinice na tom pravcu sprijeca-
vaju prodor Lohrovoj armiji i kvislinzima to je izvjesnost da ¢e pojedine nepri-
jateljske kolone krenuti prema Dravskim mostovima kod Borovlja realna.

Polaze¢i od navedenih &injenica Stab odreda je donio odluku da iduceg
dana prebaci jedinice na prostor Svetna Vas-Struga—Borovlje-Mostovi na Dravi
dajuéi im zadatak da na tom prostoru saéekaju eventualne grupe neprijatelja
koje bi se probile s istoka i da im ne dozvole dalji prodor prema Celovcu i Be-

" ljaku prisiljavaju¢i ih na kapitulaciju.

Major Simo Dubajié i britanski oficir za vezu poruénik R. C. Lochead opuSteni
u razgovoru — Koruska maj 1945.

Neprijateljski ratni plijen se i dalje prikuplja. Jedna ¢eta 4. bataljona i dalje
se nalazi u Trdnjoj Vasi, gdje je ostala prilikom povlacenja Korugke grupe u ra-
jon Sent Jakoba.

Tokom 15. maja jedinice odreda prebacene su na navedeni prostor s tim da
su dva bataljona posjela liniju Borovlje-Kozentavra (Prvi i Drugi bataljon), dru-
ga dva bataljona, artiljerija 1 tenkovi rasporedeni su po dubini rasporeda.

Povrijedene borce u juceragnjoj saobracajnoj nesreéi na trazenje referenta
saniteta brigade Branka Petkovi¢a Britanci su primili u svoje sanitetske ustano-
ve —dtri tei? povrijedena borca smjestena su u Beljaku, a ostalih 18 upuceno je
u Udine.”™!

Nakon zestokih borbi u rajonu Dravograda, Slovenjgradeéa, Poljane i Pli-
berka Nijemce i kvislinge jedinice nase 3. armije i 4. operativne zone prisilile su
na kapitulaciju 15. maja. Jedan dio ustasko-domobranskih jedinica s tog prostora

771) Knjiga depesa 26. divizije u Arhivu VIL
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nije se pomirio sa sudbinom predaje ve¢ je krenuo u probijanje kroz Sumovite
predjele sjevernih padina Karavanki s ciljem da se tim pravcem probiju u prav-
cu Celovca i Beljaka. Njihovo izbijanje pred nase polozaje kod Borovija moglo
se ocekivati za dva do tri dana. .

Sutradan, komandant brigade depesom javlja Stabu 26. divizije: »... Sto se
ti¢e ratnog plijena, mi nemamo moguénosti da se time bavimo, po$to imamo
mnogo drugog posla u vezi razoruzanja neprijateljske vojske koja nailazi na de-
setke hiljada«,””? Navedena brojka »na desetke hiljada« sigurno je preuveli¢ana,
ali tih dana probijale su se daleko jace kolone neprijatelja, pa je razumljivo da
su se takve brojke ve¢ bile nekako udomacéile u ocjenama nasih jednica. Iz na-
vedenog sadrzaja depese lako je zakljuéiti da je to uvijek osnovna preokupacija
naseg odreda, no i pored toga nastav{ja se prikupljanje ratnog plijena, pri ¢emu
Britanci vrlo éesto ometaju nasim jedinicama da prikupljaju ratnu opremu, a
posebno prave smetnje éeti koja se nalazi u Trdnjoj Vasi. Iako se ogekuje pro-
bijanje neprijateljskih grupa kroz Karavanke, u 16 sati Stab brigade je dobio de-
pesu od Staba 26. divizije u kojoj se kaZe da je Stab 4. armije naredio da 11. bri-
gada ostaje do daljeg u Koruskoj i da svoje dijelove sa sadasnjeg prostora pre-
baci u Celovec, kao i da sav zapiijenjeni materijal evakuira u praveu Trsta.””

Stab 11. brigade pripremio je prebacivanje bataljona u Celovec i obavijestio
depesom Stab divizije da 17. maja u 12 sati kreée u Celovec.”™ Medutim, tok do-
gadaja u odnosima nase zemlje sa saveznicima koji su inzistirali da nase jedinice
napuste Korusku izmijenit ¢e ovu odluku. Naime, toga dana je britanski posla-
nik u Beogradu predao notu svoje vlade kojom se odbacuje zahtjev jugoslaven-
ske vlade od 13. maja kao neprihvatljiv (13. maja je marsal Tito u pismu britan-
skom ambasadoru izrazio Zaljenje, $to od saveznika, osim Sovjetskog Saveza,
nije do sada dobio odgovor za uspostavljanje jugoslavenske okupacione zone u
Austriji prema noti Jugoslavije or.gl) 2. aprila) za britansku vladu, koja ostaje kod
svog zahtjeva od 12. maja i traZi da margal Tito izda naredenje da se jedinice pod
njegovom komandom smjesta povuku s teritorije Austrije na jugoslavensku stra-
nu, podrazumijevajuci granicu s Austrijom od 1937. godine.”™

U Celovcu organi nade vlasti i politickih organizacija poduzimaju sve mjere
na konsolidaciji politi¢ke situacije u Korugkoj. U toku dana (17. maja) u Celovcu
je odrzana antifagistitka konferencija koja je izabrala Pokrajinski narodnooslo-
bodilacki odbor za Korusku. U izboru je ucestvovalo 280 delegata, od kojih je
po 120 Austrijanaca i Slovenaca, iza cega je lako zakljuéiti da se je ilo na rav-
nopravnost pripadnika jedne i druge nacije. Za predsjednika je izabran dr Fran-
ce Petek. Konferencija je izglasala Deklaraciju kojom odbacuje nametnuti Lan-
desregierung — vladu pronacisticke obojenosti (vlada Koruske) i poziva narod
na borbu protiv ostataka nacizma i prikijuéenje Celovca Titovoj Jugoslaviji. Na
kraju je upuéeno pismo marsalu Titu i Prvom predsjedniku Slovenske vlade Bo-
risu Kidriéu.®

Prikupljanje ratnog plijena na cesti Borovlje-Celovec nastavlja se. Britanci
s ovom djelatno$éu nisu zadovoljni. Oni su 17. maja dodli sa svojim tenkovima
na prostoru neposredno sjeverno od Mostova na Dravi i direktnim gadanjem za-
palili 8 zaplijenjenih njemackih tenkova. Istovremeno su poceli praviti razlicite
smetnje nasim jedinicama na Dravskim mostovima.””

I pored toga $to Britanci od vremena do vremena prave teSkoce nasim je-
dinicama, ali istovremeno ponekad izlaze na ruku zahtjevima nasih komandi,

772) Isto.
773) Isto.
774) Isto.
775) Dr Dusan Biber, »Tito-Churchille, Arhiv Jugoslavije, Beograd i »Globus«, Zagreb, str. 553.
776) F. Strle, n. d., str. 375.

777) Operativni izvjestaj 11. brigade od 1. VII 1945. g.
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tako su pored ranije navedenih pruzanja pomoci, danas saop¢ili da ¢e nagim je-
dinicama predati oko 32.000 ustasa i ¢etnika.””® Predaja ¢e se obavljati u Pod-
rosci svakog dana s tim da ¢e dnevno izruéiti 2.000 do 3.000 zarobljenika. Za ovu
svrhu pukovnik Siljegovié¢ je odredio posebnu grupu vojnika iz 3. bataljona. Pred
pad mraka Britanci su dovukli nekoliko ¢lanova ustaske vlade (grupu diploma-
ta — kako su je oni nazivali), na ¢elu s njenim predsjednikom dr Nikolom Man-
di¢em i doglavnicima Milom Budakom i Ademagom Mesi¢em. S ¢lanovima vla-
de bioje i poveéi broj ustaskih vojnika i civilnih funkcionera. Pojedini od njih -
vodili su sobom i &lanove svoje porodice. Tako je s Budakom dosla i njegova
kéerka, koja je komandantu brigade Guvi saopéila zelju da i ona stupi u parti-
zansku vojsku kao borac. Ademaga Mesi¢ s nakrivljenim éurakom na glavi u ko-
jem su bili zlatnici izgovarao se kako je on stari duturum i da ne mo?e snositi
nikakve odgovornosti. Mandi¢ je pukovniku Siljegovi¢u iznosio kako je bio za-
jedno s knjizevnikom Petrom Koéi¢em u Bosansko-hercegovaékom saboru u
doba Austrije.” Kod »diplomata« izmedu ostaloga nadena su i licna Paveli¢eva
odlikovanja, razni pokloni koje je on dobijao — pozlaéeni pistolj, lovacka puska
s vrijednim ukrasima i sli¢no. Svaki od n'i{'lje imao izvjesnu ko[]i(':inu zlata, kon-
vertibilne zapadne valute i drugih vrijednih predmeta. Idu¢eg dana ova grupa
je prebacena vozom u Jesenice.

Stab brigade je 1d. maja uputio 4. bataljon u Podroscu sa zadatkom da osi-
gurava 3iri prostor oko Zeljeznitke stanice uz istovremeno upu¢ivanje jednog
voda u Jesenice da tamo osigura prijem zarobljenika i materijala. Ceta ovog ba-
taljona je i dalje u Trdnjoj Vasi. U rajonu 3. bataljona kod sela Struge jedno od-
jeljenje britanskih vojnika s oficirom na ¢elu bacilo je pod cestu jednu blindu
i tri protivavionska mitraljeza. U 13 sati Stab 26. divizije depeom frazi da se ge-
neral Lohr uputi sa svojim $tabom u Stab 4. armije. U22 sata Guvo i Dubajié su
odgovorili: »General Lohr sa svojim $tabom, osim dva generala, koji su pobjegli
—upudeni u 3. armiju.’®

Izru¢enje ratnih zarobljenika — ustasa, domobrana i éetnika nastavlja se po
dogovoru.

Britanci i pored toga $to predaju ratne zarobljenike i dalje ¢ine smetnje.
Tako su 19. V na Zeljezni¢koj stanici u Podroici postavili na zeljeznicke $ine ten-
kove, kako bi omeli izvlacenje zaplijenjenog materijala u Jesenice. Ovo oni éine
i pored ranijih protesta nasih oficira u Stabu britanskog korpusa, kada je dobi-
jeno obedanje ga nece praviti sli¢ne smetnje.”s"

Radio-depesom poslat je izvjestaj Stabu 26. divizije o brojnom stanju briga-
de ovog dana (19. V) i ono iznosi: po spisku 2.848 vojnika, od &ega u Koruskoj
na licu 2,105 i u rashodu 743 boraca.’s?

Na neprekidno inzistiranje zapadnih saveznika o povlaéenju nasih jedinica
iz Koruske, marsal Tito je 19. maja odgovarajuéi na notu britanske vlade od 17.
maja, daje vlada DFJ izdala naredbu jedinicama Jugoslavenske armije da se po-
vuku iz Koruske na predratnu grani¢nu liniju. Dalje se u odgovoru navodi da je
tako udovoljeno saveznitkim Zeljama ne prejudicirajuéi konaéno uredenje gra-
nica s Austrijom do kojeg ¢e do¢i na mirovnoj konferenciji, te da prebacivanje
jugoslavenskih trupa ovisi o prebacivanju ratnog plijena koji je pao u ruke nase
vojske.78

U 8.30 sati istog dana, kada je predata nota britanskoj vladi o povlaéenju na-
8ih trupa iz Koruske stigla je u Stab odreda depesa Staba 26. divizije, u kojoj je

778) Knjiga depesa 26. divizije u Arhivu VIL

779) Kazivanje: B. Siljegovi¢a, I, Guve, S. Dubaji¢a i drugih autora 1983. g.
780) Knjiga depeda 26. divizije u Arhiva VIL

781) Isto. -

782) Isto.

783) D. Biber, n. d., str. 554
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stajalo: »Nasa vlada odluéila je da iz Koruske povuée nase trupe na staru gra-
nicu, s tim da se izvuée ratni materijal i zarobljenike, kao i da je duznost koman-
danta 4. armije preuzeo general-lajtnant Peko Dapcevic«.™"

" Nakon ove depese u Odredu su otpocele pripreme za povlacenje iz Koru-
ske.

O¢ekivanje da ¢e ustaske jedinice koje su odbile da krenu u zarobljenistvo
krenuti sjevernim padinama Karavanki, danas, 20. maja ostvarilo se je. Ispred
poloZaja naseg 1. bataljona u rajonu Borovlja pojavile su se ustae — grupa jac¢ine
oko 40 vojnika. Komandir 1. &ete Jerkovi¢ krenuo je s ¢etom prema njima. Brzo
su se predali, ali su ujedno saopéili da dublje u sumi ima tri bojne ustasa, Jer-
kovi¢ je o ovom obavijestio Stab bataljona. U Stabu bataljona je odlu¢eno da se
krene prema ustasama i da se zatrazi njihova predaja. K njima su krenuli kome-
sar i pomoc¢nik komesara bataljona Kosta Ugrica i Vojtjeh Ostoji¢. Ustaski pre-
govaraci su odbijali predaju, no kada se je ispred njih pojavila nasa tenkovska
jedinica vrlo brzo su pristali na razoruzanje i predaju. Tom prilikom se predalo
oko 4.500 ustaga i domobrana.”® Dobijeni izvjestaji tog dana od zarobljenika da

784) Knjiga depesa 26. divizije u Arhivu VIL

785) Pismo Koste Ugrice (u arhivi autora). O pregovorima i predaji ove ustadke grupe Kosta
Ugrica u svom pismu za monograliju brigade pise: »Ustade su se probijale kroz posumljeni teren i
naletjele na nad bataljon, koji je otvorio vatru. Nakon kratke pucnjave oni su stavili do znanja da
7ele pregovarati. Krenuli smo motociklom s prikolicom ja i Ostojié. Voza¢ je bio jedan mladi Nije-
mac, zarobljenik. Dosli smo pravo medu ustase. Ustagki komandant, kao i njegov cio &tab bili su na
konjima i tako smo vodili pregovore — oni u sedlu, mi u prikolici i na motoru.

Odmah sam upitao ustaskog komandanta da li ée predati jedinicu, nasto mi je on, kao toboie
iznenaden, odgovorio:

- Zadto?

— Zato ito su Nijemci odavno potpisali kapitulaciju — rekao sam.

~ Poglavnik nije potpisao kapitulaciju. Hrvatska nije kapitulirala! - oétro je dodao ustasa.

— U tom slu¢aju morat ¢ete ga se borite s nama.

— Mi éemo se svakako probiti do Engleza.

- Englezi ée vas predati nama - replicirao sam.

— Sta ste vi uostalom? — bahato je dodao ustagki komandant! - Vi ste obiéni engleski satelit.
Ako se ne uspijemo probiti prema Celoveu, mi ¢éemo se probijati prema Trstu.

- Vi ste kompletno neobavijeiteni. Trst smo mi zauzeli jod 1.1 2. maja — odgovorio sam.

— Uostalom, ukoliko se predamo vama tko nam garantira da ¢e s nama postupiti po medu-
narodnom pravu? — poteo je da okreée razgovor u drugom smjeru ustaski komandant.

Meni je svega bilo dosta. Pred nama su najozloglaseniji koljagi koji su zvjerski ubijali zene, star-
ce i djecu, i oni sada govore o medunarodnom pravu. Zato se nisam mogao uzdrzati i o3tro sam od-

ovorio:
= Vi dolazite iz Jugoslavije. Tamo i posljednje dijete zna da ¢e biti kaZnjeni ratni zloginci. Uko-
liko ste ratni zli¢inac, necete izbjeéi kazni!

U tom trenutku ustagki komandant iznenaden ovakvim odgovorom povikao je gotovo Zivo-
tinjskim_glasom:

- Sto kazesl?

Ustada je podigao prijeteéi automat uperivéi ga u nas. Ja sam tada dao znak Soferu da nas vrati
natrag, Cijelo vrijeme smo se osvrtali da nam ustaga ne ispali rafal u leda.

Nakon toga sam pronasao Simu Dubaji¢a i zatrazio da na ustase krenemo tenkovima. [luzorno
bi bilo ginuti u borbi s ovom brojnom grupom izdajnika i to, nekoliko dana nakon zvani¢nog za-
vréetka rata. Simo je uz prigovor da tenkove ne treba upuéivati u sumu ipak na kraju pristao. Popeli
smo se na jedan tenk i cijelom ¢etom krenuli na ustase.

Medutim ustase su bile jace, bar u tom trenutku, na rije¢ima, nego na djelu. Predali su se a
da pri tom nisu ispalili ni jedan metak. O¢igledno, pojava tenkova uéinila je svoje.

Sada je nastao problem kako ove koljace prebaciti u Jugoslaviju. Posto su razoruzani, ukrcali
smo ih u jednu Zeljezni¢ku kompoziciju. Medutim pred tunelom u Podroicici nastale su nove kom-
plikacije. Na §inama se preprijecio britanski tenk, a kraj njega jedan britanski kapetan je uporno
odbijao da propusti kompoziciju u Jugoslaviju. Uzaludno je bilo pozivanje na saveznitke odnose. 1
sva diplomatska vjestina Sime Dubaji¢a kao da nije pomagala. Britanac je bi uporan. Simo se od-
jednom izgubio i nakon kratkog vremena imao sam priliku da vidim jednu od najkomiénijih scena
na kraju rata. Pojavio se Simo i s njim nekoliko vojnika koji su se ugibali pod teretom jednog klavira,
kojeg su nosili steSkom mukom. Simo je naredio da se k]]avir stavi na tenk i tada je nastala upravo
groteksna situacija. Britanski kapetan je bio zbunjen a vjerojatno i sarmiran ovim neobi¢nim pri-
zorom. Sklonio je tenk s pruge. Tako je nekoliko stotina ustasa »zamijenjeno« za jedan klavir. Kom-
pozicija je krenula kroz tunel s ustafama u Jugoslaviju«.
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jos na tom pravecu ima u 3umi oko 20.000 ustaiko-domobranskih vojnika, koji
sobom vode Zene i dﬁjecu (depesa tog sadrzaja poslana je Stabu divizije) pokazafi
su se kao neistiniti.”* Ustasko-domobranske grupe izbile su i ispred polozaja 2.
bataljona. S njima su zapodeti pregovori u 11.30 sati, a u 21 sat predalo se 14 us-
tada i jedan njihov oficir.”®"

Od Britanaca je 21. maja preuzeto jo$ oko 1.000 zarobljenika.”® Ustagko-do-
mobranske grupe i dalje pristizu ispred Borovlja. U toku dana nas 2. bataljon pri-
silio je na predaju ukupno oko 300 ustaga.’s®

NATIONAL SECURITY AND THE FUTURE 4 (9) 2008.

Komandant brigade Ivan Guvo predaje raport general-lajtnantu Petru Drapsinu

U toku dana izdata su naredenja o povla¢enju nasih jedinica preko predrat-
ne jugoslavensko-austrijske granice. Treci artiljerijski motorizirani divizion kre-
nuo je u sastav svoje brigade u pravcu Gorice.” Bataljoni su u rajonu Borovlja
prekinuli kontakt sa zaostalim ustaikim grupama i krenuli u praveu $ent Jako-
ba radi pripreme za odlazak preko stare granice. I u toku ovog dana nastavljena
je evakuacija ratnog plijena a primljeni su ratni zarobljenici od saveznika prema
ranijem dogovoru.

Izvriavajuci borbene zadatke u zadnjim danima rata od Kranjske Gore do
Celovea izgubili su Zivote borci: Miroslav Felenéié, Ivo Covié, Erich Marosche,

786) Knjiga depesa 26. divizije, Operativni izvjeitaj 11. brigade od 1. VII 1945. g.

787) Opeativni dnevnik 2. bataljona.

788) Knjiga depesa 26. divizije u Arhivu VIL

789) Operativni dnevnik 2. bataljona, 3

790) Operativni dnevnik 3. motoriziranog diviziona, Arhiv VIL
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Stjepan Karlovi¢, Ivan Kuzmanié, Drago Ribarevi¢, Petar Sardeli¢ i Hans Sieg-
frid.

Nase jedinice 22. maja napustaju Korusku. Stab 26. divizije depesom je na-
redio brigadi da krene u pravcu Trzi¢a (Monfalcone) i da se smjesti u Kostanje-
vicu na Krasu. Evakuacija ratnog plijena i prijem zarobljenika obavlja se kao i
ranijih dana.

Tokom 23, 24. i 25. maja prebacivanje jedinica i ratnog plijena teklo je nep-
rekidno, s tim $to je u toku 24. i 25. maja u Podroséici 2. éeta 2. bataljona obezb-
jedivala preuzimanje ratnih zarobljenika od Britanaca. Ova ceta je zadnjeg dana
u rajonu Podrosce razoruzala 100 ustaga i zaplijenila 130 pugaka, 10 $majsera i
7 pistolja.m"

Brigada vrsi pripreme za odlazak u sastav svoje divizije, a 24. maja u 9.30 sati
dobija depesu iz divizije po kojoj brigada privremeno za potrebe primopredaje
zaplijenjenog materijala i zarobljenika ostavlja jedan bataljon u Jesenicama, a s
ostalim dijelovima da krene u Kostanjevicu na Krasu. U Jesenice je stigla 1. bri-
gada 16. vojvodanske divizije koja je od nage brigade trebala da preuzme njezinu
dotadasnju ulogu. Medutim, u 12 sati depeom od Staba divizije brigada je do-
bila naredenje da do daljeg ostaje u Jesenicama. Stabu brigade ¢e nakon toga
(27. maja) biti saopéeno da se bri};ada do daljnjega stavlja na raspolaganje Mi-
nistarstvu narodne obrane DFJ.J

Dana 25. maja iz Staba brigade upuéena je depesa Stabu 26, divizije u kojoj
stoji da je za posfjednjih sedam dana primljeno od Britanaca oko 15.000 ustaga,
od kojih su 10 generala i 8 ministara, te oko 1200 ¢etnika. 1 dalje se jedan dio
nalazi u Podroé¢ici gdje o¢ekuju transport za Jesenice. U toku dana primljeno
je jos oko 1.500 ustasa koje su trebali biti predani 3. armiji.® Iduéeg dana upu-
¢ena je depesa o prijemu zarobljenika u kojoj se obavjestava Stab 26, divizije da
su primljeni pripadnici 2, 3. i 4. puka Srpskog dobrovljagkog korpusa u ja¢ini od
3.650 vojnika,”

Sumirajuéi svoje i neprijateljske gubitke u vremenu od 3. do 23. maja, Stab
11. brigade u svom operativnom izviestaju od 1. jula 1945. godine iznosi:

Nagi gubici bilisu: 8 mrtvih i 12 ranjenih, a gubici neprijatelja iznosili su: 777
mrtvih vojnika i 2 oficira i zarobljenih 10.443 vojnika i 258 oficira.

Prema istom izvjestaju za istaci su vainija materijalna dobra koja su palau
ruke nase armije i prebacena iz Korugke u Jesenice ili je zadriano u Jesenicama
(zeljeznicke kompozicije, oprema i naoruZanje neprijateljskih jedinica razoruza-
nih u Jesenicama), kao $to su: 423 kamiona, 10 automobila, 2 tenka, 1 blinda, 11
lokomotiva, 331 zeljeznicki vagon, 20 oklopnih vagona, 23 topa raznih kalibara,
5 minobacaca kalibra 81 mm, 149 ruénih reaktivnih bacaéa, 69 protivavionskih
topova, 234 mitraljeza, 325 automata, 5.400 pusaka, 21 vagon mu nicije, velike ko-
li¢ine drugog materijala - hrana, odje¢a i obuéa, inZinjerijska sredstva, sredstva
veze, sanitetski materijal i s1.7%9

U navedena zaplijenjena sredstva nisu ubrojena ona koja su zaplijenjena od
strane ostalih jedinica Motomehaniziranog odreda, a isto tako nisu unedeni gu-
bici u Zivoj sili tih Iic:clinica, kao i ubijeni i zarobljeni neprijateljski vojnici, koje
su te jedinice izvele.

Takoder u pregled zarobljenih neprijateljskih vojnika nisu unegeni podaci
o broju ustasa, ¢etnika, slovenackih domobrana, koje su izru¢ili Britanci.

Dolaskom svih jedinica u Jesenice, 25. maja brigada je izvela sve¢anu para-
du povodom rodendana Vrhovnog komandanta maréala Tita,

791) Operativni dnevnik 2. bataljona.

792) Operativni dnevnik 11. dalmatinske brigade.

793) Knjiga depesa 26. divizije u Arhiva VIL

794) Isto

793) Operativni izvjestaj 11. dalmatinske brigade od 1. VII 1945, g.
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Prilog br. 29: Konferencije u Kairu i Teheranu 1943.
Diplomatski dokumenti, Medunarodni odnosi Sjedinjenih
americkih drzava, Washington 1961.
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Diplomautiec Papers
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at Cairo and Tehran
1943

United Statesy
‘Government Praating Office
Waslungton : 1961
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5t M, THE TEHUAN CQUNFLKENCE

1) AL Lot ?},‘muid perhape 100,000 of the Gernuun Come. -
St T st s physieally hiquidale].

uﬂ?‘)) b victorious Allls miust relain possession of the importung
slralogio points in the world so thut if Germuny moved s musele si,
owuld bo rupidly stopped.

Manarial STarin sdded thui siumilur strong pointe now in the hugdys
of Japun abould pemain in the hunds of the Allioy,

Aoayg Puesioeny jolingly suid thut he would put tie figure of the

Gurway Cunuumf&uﬁ Statl which should be exveuted at ‘iU](ﬁ'}OIr
Wiure,
T Taux Pruas Movwres took strong exception to what he termed the
Lulii_.blmimi execution of soldiers who hud foupht for their country,
{To waid Liut war criminuls wust pay for their crunes snd individusls
w Lo bad couunitted burburous acts, sud in sccordance with the Moscow
Documonty® which be Linself Lud writlen, they must stund trisl st
o pluces where the crimes were couunitted.  He objected vigorously,
Lowever, Lo exscutions for political purposes.

Masaitar, Starty, during this part of the conversation, conlinuous] y
polred Lo Mr. Churclill’s suerot liking for the Gerwuns.

Wil yeforauce Lo the occupation of buses wnd strong points iu the
vicisity of Germany sud Japun, Tae Pusivent suid those buses must
bw laold wuder trustocabiip. '

bassiral Srariy agroed with the President.

Tua Pursx Muvwrex stated that ws fur us Britain was concerned,
sy do not desire Lo sequire wny new werritory or buses, but intended
fo Lold oo to what they hud.  Me suid thut nothing would be tuken
sway from Euplsod without u wur. HMHe mentioned specifically,
Swagepore and Hoong Kong. e suid u portion of the British K-
pire wight eventuslly be releused but that this would be done entirely
by Great Britain berself, in wccordunce with ber own moru] precepts,
Mo said that Great Brituin, if wiked to do so, might oceupy certuin
bass under trpstesship, provided others would belp pay the cost of
such occupation, . A

Masssiar Staraw replied that England Lad fought well in the war
sisd bo, personslly, fuvored an increuse in the British Ewmpire, pur-
ticularly the ervs around Gibrulr. He slso suggested thut Grent
Hritsin and the United Stutes instull more suituble government|s)
n Bpain sud Portugul, since he was convinced that Franco was no
frioud of Greal Britain or the United Stutes.  In reply to the Prime

Miuister’s inquiry ss to what territorial in terests the Soviet Union bad,

*Uvclarston of German Alrucitien, Novewber 1, 143 ; Lycade, P13



Prilog br. 30: Konferencije u Jalti i na Malti 1945.
Diplomatski dokumenti, Medunarodni odnosi Sjedinjenih
americkih drzava, Washington 1955.

IForeign Relations
. of the
United States

Diplomatic Papers
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The Conferences
at Malta and Yalta
1945

United States
Government Printing Office
Washington : 1965
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416 L PRE-CUNFEHENCAE DOCUMENTH
Nazelie W00 Tegram -
Iha Secretary of Stats to the Ambassador in the Sonet Union (Harriman)

SECHET . . WasHINGTON, Junuary 3, 1845—9 p. m.

18. Department is extremely anxious that in any discussion con-
cerning the repatriation of American and Soviet prisoners of war and
civilians that there be no conuection between the return of Americans
found in German pnsoner of war and civilisn internment camps on
the one hand, snd Soviet nationals found among German prisoners
of war taken by the American forces on the other hund. ReEmbs
5053, December 29 snd War's telegrum November 20 to Military
aission.! Sowme difficulty bas arisen here in the determination of
claimants to Soviet nationaslity whom this Government is prepared
to turn over to the Soviet authorities for return to the Soviet Union.

Among the persons found Hghting with the German troops are a
few with Slavic names who disclsiny Soviet nationality. Over 1100
Soviel nutionals found fighting with German troops were turned over

to the Soviet authoritics at a west coast port last week. A further
roport of the problems which huve arisen in this connection will be
sout to you for your information.

STETTINIUB

: (E. A. PllitL)
i Neitber grinted,

PB4 BW 443

Suvist Dryft of an Agreemerd Regarding the Treatiment of Soviet Citizens
and Briisls Subjects Liberated From the Germans *

BECRET )
Sovier Duarr or ReciPuocaL AGREEMENT

o reply to Embassy’s note of December 11th,? People’s Cominis-
sariat for Foreign Aflains have the honour to state that Soviet Govern-
meal are prepared to conclude un agreement concerning the principles
soverning the treatinent of liberated Soviet snd British prisoners of
war, but they consider thut such an sgreement should extend also to
Sovicet citizons aud British subjects interned and forcibly deported by
the Germans. lo addition it would be desirable somewbhat to extend

. ! This undated co y was found among papers sttached to the note of February 5,
3945, from Eden to Blettinius, poal pp. 681-6V2. This dralt was appurently pre-
sented Lo the Britheh Enbasay st Moscow on Jenuary 20, 1045, According to lenne
g)p- 183~189) a similar draft for the repatriation of United Biates and Boviet
tizens was submitied to Llm o0 January 18, 1945, and was forwarded by bl
for Lhe consldoratbon of the Joint Chicls of Siaff, Eisenhower, and McNamey.
8 No copy of this Brtish note has been found in the Department’s files,
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S04 1, THE YALTA CONFEHENCE

Memorandum of Conversation’
TOP BECKET
Subject; Exasminalion of the Draft Reluting to Prisonors of War and
Civilians Liberatod by the Soviet and Allied Armies.?
ExamiNaTioN oF Tuk Drarr RELATING TO PrisoNkks o¥ Wan anp
Civitians Labeuarsp vy ruk Sovier aND ALLIED AkMixs

Prosmbls.

No comment.
Article 1.

No comument.
Aricle 11, paragraph 1.

Mr. Novikov requested that the words “undertske to follow all’’
be replaced by the words “al the ssmwe lime tuke the nocessary Blops
w uoploment.”

Arucls 11, paragrapl 3.

Mr. Novikov requested thut the words “notifying the competent
Boviet or Allied suthoritios” be replsced by “effocted 8s s ruls by
sgreswent or in sny case only after notificstion to the compotent
Boviet or Allied suthorities.”

Ariicls 144,

Mr. Novikov said that bhe would prefer the text of Article 11T of
tho Boviet draft.® This reads ns follows:

“3. The compelent British and Soviet autborities will supply
Jiberated Soviet citizens and British subjects with food, clothing,
ousng snd medicul sttention both in cuwuips or points of coneentration
snd en route, and with truusport yntil they sre hundel over to the
suthoritivs at the other side ut pluces agreed upon betwoon the sides

o the Jollowing Dusis:

*“(6) Ex-prisoners of war shall be provided with all forms of supply
(atores food) on & busis luid down respeclively for privates,
non-commissioned oflicers and ollicers,

“(8) Civiliaus will be supplicd on & basis laid down for privetes.
<. “The parties will not mutuully demand compeusation for these or
other services which their suthorities may respectively supply to
Liborated Sovist citizens or British subjects.”

1t will be noticed Lhat the Soviet druft makes no mention of UNRRA

© or other reliof sgencies and mukes special provision of supplies w

@y

—
! Authomsbip not ludicatesd, but Pugo Lay stated thut this mermorandun was
drafted by him (telegram from Paris, Beptomber 15, 1954, 740.5 4-1654).

 The draft under dwscussivn waa the dralt spproved by the Combined Chicls
of Biall o February 8, 1015 (ande, pp. 754—756).p 4
p———

b dnds, pp. 416418, —~—
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BIGNED AGHEEMENTS 985

BILATERAL DOCUMENT
T Hie
Lyt ssinend Betwesn the Uniled States and the Soviet Union Concerning
Inbsrated Prisoners of War and Civiliuns ®

cunBEMENT RELATING 170 Puisonkus or Wak anv CrviLians Lip-
suarx BY Fomcxs Orenating Unpen Sovier COMMAND AND
Foucss Orzuatine Unper Uniren Stares oF Adenica CoMMAND

"The Govarninent of the United States of America on the one hand
ad the Governwent of the Union of Soviet Sociulist Republics on
Lo other baad, wishing o muke srrunpgements for the cure and
cpstastion of United Stales citizens freed by forew operuting under
oviel oouunsud snd for Soviet citizens freed by forces operating
ader United States comniand, Luve agroed oy follows:—
riude 1.

Al Soviet citizens liberuted by the forces operuting under United
wics command and sll United Suates citizens liberated by the forces
porsling undar Soviet comuund will, without deluy sfter their liber-
con, be separslod from enemny prisoners of wur and will be main-
sned separstoly from them in camps or points of concenirution
4" " thoy have besn handed over to the Soviet or United States
i. snikios, aa the case oay bo, st places sgreed upon between those
atbornbes.

United Siales and Bovier mililury suthoritics will respectively
-ho the Locomary measures for protoction of curups, snd points of
wostuwtion rom enemy bombuyg, wriillery lirs, ole.
riwds 8, ’

The contracting parties shull ensare thuat their military suthor-
v slpll without deluy inform_the compotent suthoritics of the
<Lier_party regarding citizens of the other coptrneling pucty found .
v them, wnd will at the game tine take the necessury steps to pud
icipent the provisions of this syreement.  Sovict and United States
patrisbion representatives will bave the nght of immediate access
+wo the camps and points of concentration where their citizens ure
culod snd they will huve the right to appowt the iuternsl adminis-
alion sud set up the interual duscipline and management in secord-
ave with the mililry procedure snd lsws of teir coualry,

Faciliues will be given for the desputch or transfer of oflicers of
“UIF OWL Lsloualily W calups or poinls of concentrution where liber-
- moirbers of the respoctive forces wre located wud thers are in-
vl ollicerw.  The oulside prolection of and sccess to wod frow

= S ——————

' bicloswod Lo the press by the bcpmuucrurl. of Blute March 8, 1046
viarbueut of Blele Executive Agrocincnt Serics No. 5

W00 0—00—87

) printed sa
05; also in 5U Blal. 1874.
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the camps or points of concentration will be established in accordance
with the instructions of the military commander in whoee zons they
are located, and the military commander shall also appoint & com-
mandsat, who shall huave the final responsibility for the overall ad-
ministration and discipline ol the camp or point concerned.

The removal of cumps a8 wcll ws the transfer from one camp 1o
another of liberated citizens will be effected by sgreement with the
compotent Soviet or United States suthorities. The removal of
cetups and trensfer of liberated citizens may, in exceptional circum-
stances, also be cffected without preliminary sgreement provided the
compelsnt suthorities are immediately . notified of such removul or
trausfer with a statement of the reasons. -Hostile propagands directed
sysinst the contracuing pariies or agaulst, any of the United Nutions
will not be permitted.

Aricls 3.

The ocompetent United States and Soviet suthorities will supply
liberated citizens with adequate food, clothing, housing and medical
attention both in camps or al points of concentration and en route,
snd with trunsport until they are hunded over to the Soviet or United
Stales authorities at pluces sgreed upon between those authorities,
The standards of such food, clothing, housing and medical attention
shall, subject to the provisions of Article 8, be fixed on a basis for
privates, non-commissioned officers and officers. The busis fixed for
eivilinns shall es fur s posulblu be the suine us that fixed for privates.

contracting partics will not demand compensation for theso or
other similar services which their authorities mnay supply respectively
to liberated citizens of the other contracting party.

Articls 4.

Each of the contructing pa.r!.xcs shull be at liberty to use in agree-
mont with the other party such of its own means of transport ss muay
be available for the repatristion of its citizens held by the other coun-
wracting party. Similarly esch of the contracting parties shall bo at
liberty to use in agrecment with the other party its own facilities for
the delivery of supplies Lo its citizens held by the other contracting
party.

Articls 6,

Soviet and United States military authorities shall make such ad-

vances on bebalf of their respeclive governments to liberated citizens

of the other contracting party as the competent Boviet end United
Staus authorities shull agree upon beforehand.

Advances made in currency of any enemy territory or in currency
of their eccupation suthorities shall not be Liable to compensation.




Prilog br. 31: Dio knjige ,Kocevska - pusta in prazna“-
Zamolc¢ani grobovi

1

Mnoiiéna prikrita grobisca

odveo sam u smrt 900 Hrvata

Ceprav se problematika prikritih gro-
bis&'"™ ne navezuje neposredno na obravnavano temo v tej knjigi, je dej-
stvo, da so prikrita grobis¢a nasprotnikov partizanskega gibanja v Ko-
gevskem Rogu zaznamovala Kodevsko in ji pustila zloglasen peéat. Dolga
leta je Kogevski Rog s svojimi grobi$¢i pomenil sinonim za povojne
mnoZiéne pomore na Slovenskem - kljub dejstvu, da posamezna grobis-
¢a v njem 3ir$i javnosti niso bila poznana.

Po 5. maju 1945 se je okoli 10.000 do 12.000 pripadnikov sloven-
skih oboroZenih formacij protipartizanskega tabora (Slovensko domo-

Miroslav Medimorec: lIzvr§io sam zapovijed

branstvo, Gorenjska samozaiéita oziroma Gorenjsko domobranstvo in
del Policijskega zbora v Ljubljani ter nekaj detnikov) umaknilo na avstrij-
sko Korogko. Spremlijalo jih je okoli 6000 civilistov. Na Vetrinjskem
polju juzZno od Celovca jih je razorozila in internirala britanska vojska.
V tistem &asu je prek slovenskega ozemlja na Korosko prispelo tudi vec
tiso¢ hrvaskih ustaskih in domobranskih, srbskih in drugih vojakov ter
civilistov in se v strahu pred Jugoslovansko armado in novimi oblastmi
Zelelo predati zavezniskim oblastem. Te so se odlocile, da Jugoslovane,
ki so sluzili nemskim oboroZenim enotam, izro&ijo Jugoslovanski arma-
di ter da ne sprejmejo ved novih enot z jugoslovanskega ozemlja. Med
" Izrazi zamoléana grobiséa, povojna grobiica, fojbe ali zdaj najbolj uveljavljeni: prikrita grobiica,
pomenijo grobii&a, ki so posledica povojnih mnoZi¢nih in posamiénih izvensodnih usmrtitev v
letih 1945 in 1946, pa tudi grobi3éa iz Casa vojne, v katerih so posmrini ostanki pripadnikov
oboroZenih formacij protipartizanskega tabora in civilistov. V SirSem pomenu pa nam izraz prik-
rita grobi3ca pomeni vsa tista grobi3ca iz omenjenega obdobja, kjer so pokopani vojaki in civi-
listi, ki niso mogli, niso smeli imeti svojega groba. Osebe in skupine, ki jim je bila odvzeta
osnovna Slovedanska pravica do posmrtnega obeleja. V politiéni, publicistiéni in deloma strokov-
ni rabi se je za ta grobiica uveljavil izraz povojna (mnozicna) grobisca.
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Skofovi zavodi v Sentvidu pred 2. svetovno vojno (Muzej novejfe zgodovine Slovenije)

27.in 31. majem so vracali pripadnike slovenskega protipartizanskega
tabora in civiliste. V celoti naj bi zavezniki vrnili skupaj s civilisti okoli
10.000 ljudi. V virih se sicer pojavljajo razliéne stevilke: od 8263 do
11.850. Hrvaske ustade in domobrance so vrnili Ze prej, v asu med 18.
in 23. majem, pripadnike Srbskega dobrovoljskega korpusa in detnike pa
med 24. in 27. majem. Po zavezniskem poro¢ilu naj bi od 18. do 31. maja
jugoslovanskim oblastem izro¢ili 12.196 Hrvatov,” 8263 Slovencev, 5480
Srbov in 400 Crnogorcev.” Transporti venjenih so 3li v dveh smereh.
Britanske enote so domobrance in druge prepeljale do Zeleznigkih postaj
v Podgorju (Maria Elend) in Pliberk (Bleiburg), kjer so jih prevzeli pri-
padniki Jugoslovanske armade in prepeljali v Jugoslavijo; iz Podgorja ez
Podrozco in Jesenice ter ez sprejemni taboriséi v Radovljici in Kranju
na $kofjeloski grad in v Skofove zavode v Sentvidu nad Ljubljano, kjer
je bilo osrednje taboriice. Iz Pliberka so jih odpeljali prek Dravograda
do Slovenj Gradca, naprej pa pes ali z vlakom v taborisce Teharje. Zad-
nja transporta so tja pripeljali z vlakom prek Maribora.

o Primerjaj z ocenami vrnjenih iz posameznih tabori3&, skupaj 24.600 v: John Ivan Preela, DraZen
Zivic: Hrvarski holokaust, Zagreb 2001, sir. 67-80.

* Anthony Cowgill, Thomas Brimelow in Christoper Booker: The Repatriations from Austria in
1945, The Report of an Inguiry, London 1990 in dopolnilni zvezek Cowgill Inquiry, The Do-
cumentary Evidence, London 1990, KP 309, str. 299.
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‘ KI1. - Prikrita grobiica in zaprie obmocje Kodevska Reka

Ujetnike so po kratkih zaslisanjih razdelili v tri skupine: A, B in
C (oziroma I, 11, III). Verjetno so vsaj za Slovence sezname nato tudi
primerjali s podatki, ki jih je OZNA zbrala v letih 1944 in 1945, ter opra-
vili poizvedbe v domadih krajih. Tiste iz skupine C - bilo jih je najved
- 50 kmalu umorili. Iz Sentvida so jih vegji del prepeljali z vlakom do
Kocevja in nato s kamioni do brezen v Kocevskem Rogu, s Teharij pa
najveé do rudniskih razpok Starega Hrastnika. V skupini A so bili zla-
sti mladoletni domobranci starosti do osemnajst let, ki naj bi jih izpu-
stili, vendar so bili tudi ti, kot pri¢ajo viri, obsojeni na prisilno delo,
nekatere pa so tudi odpeljali na moris¢a. V skupino B so uvrstili bolni-
¢arje, domobrance, stare od osemnajst do enaindvajset let, ter domobran-
ce z manj kot letom dni vojadkega staza, predvsem tiste, ki so se domo-
brancem pridruZili po 1. januarju 1945. Dobrsen del te skupine so prav
tako likvidirali, preostalim so sodila vojaska sodii¢a in jih vecinoma
obsodila na &asovne kazni z zaplembo premozenja. Izbiranja med Hrvati
in Srbi so potekala po nekoliko drugaénih merilih.

Tiste, ki so sluzili v nemski vojski, v oboroZenih enotah pod nje-
nim poveljstvom, ali so z njimi sodelovali in ostali v Sloveniji, so nove
oblasti sredi maja pozvale, naj se prijavijo. Zaprli so jih in podvrZeni
so bili enakemu izboru kot v Sentvidu in Teharju, a z blaZjim reZimom.
Iz zaporov so jih vodili na bliznja moriica. V taborisca je OZNA zapr-
la tudi velik del pripadnikov nemske manjsine in tiste Slovence, ki jih
je sumila sodelovanja z okupatorji. Kogar niso izgnali ali izpustili, so
usmrtili.”” V tistih majskih in junijskih dneh je bilo Zivljenje vrnjene-
ga domobranca in marsikaterega civilista bolj malo vredno in je bilo raz-
vri€anje »na levo ali desnos, v smrt ali Zivljenje, odvisno od osebne od-
loéitve oznovskega oficirja, pa tudi od osebnih poznanstev in zamer iz
¢asa pred vojno, med vojno in po njej. Pri tem je bila usoda posamezni-
ka odvisna tudi od tega, kak$no krivdo so pripisovali domobranski
enoti, ki ji je ujetnik pripadal. Nekateri preZiveli iz skupine C menijo,
da pri izbiri niso imeli nobenega sistema in da so jih klicali preprosto
po skupinskih seznamih, narejenih ob prihodu v taborisce. »Bil je cas,
ko so si nekateri prisvojili oblast nad Zivljenjem in smrtjol«

"'Veé o tem glej Boris Mlakar: Slovensko domobranstvo: 1943-1945. Ustanovitev, organizacija, idej-
no ozadje, Ljubljana 2003, in v opombah navedeno literaturo; Tone Ferenc: Povojne mnoZicne
usmrtitve 1945-46. V: Enciklopedija Slovenije, 16, Dodatek, Ljubljana 2002, str. 166, 167,

"Iz govora predsednika DZ RS Franceta Cukjarija ob pokopu posmrtnih ostankov iz zgornjebi-
strigkih zaklonisé, 30. 10. 2004.
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Prilog br. 32: Pronadeni predmeti slovenskih domobrana
pronadeni u grobiséu pri Macesni gorici u Sloveniji
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A 3

Najdeni predmeti slovenskily domot ob grobiicu pod Macesnovo govico; foto Mitja Ferenc, seprember 2004

F
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Prilog br. 34: Sematska karta jugoistoka Europe s
Austrijom u sredistu, strelice oznacuju pravce nastupanja
savezni¢kih snaga u posljednjim danima Drugoga
svjetskog rata
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Prilog br. 35: Dokumet KP 206 od 27. svibnja 1945. (o

povlaéenju snaga JA iz Koruske)
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Prilog br. 36: Cowgillovo izvjesée

(xi)

of that agreement. On 22 May the G-5 conference at AFHQ
also discussed named categories of dissident Yugoslavs, and
representatives from both G-5 and G-1 at AFHQ took part
in the conferences at Eighth Army on 26-27 May when the
hand-overs of the Yugoslavs under existing arrangements were
confirmed. 5 Corps sent daily sitreps up to Eighth Army
confirming numbers and types of prisoners being handed over,
throughout the period of the repatriation. Of particular
significance, in addition, were the messages being sent on the
full GHQ liaison net (Phantom) by the Phantom representative
at 5 Corps (located after hostilities with G Intelligence 5 Corps)
who flashed the major details of the Low-Ivonovitch agreement
at 2320 hrs on 19 May to Eighth Army and other commands
concerned.

An official army enquiry instigated following the visit of
Alexander to 5 Corps on 4-6 June resulted in a 'cover up' by
5 Corps to conceal from him the truth of what had happened;

The 'army enquiry' which followed the visit of FM Alexander
and Gen McCreery to 5 Corps on 4-6 June was conducted not
by an AFHQ representative, as previously understood, but by
a fairly junior liaison officer, Capt R Thompson, from Eighth
Army. Although his report gave a generally reassuring picture
in respect of both Cossacks and Yugoslavs, this was not a 'cover
up'. In the case of the Cossacks it was made clear that
'incidents' had occurred, and that these were being further
investigated. The chief eventual result of this was the
36 Infantry Brigade Report on 3 July which although it may
have glossed over the attempts to 'segregate' ex-PoWs and
Displaced Persons who were not Soviet citizens, in other respects
gave a frank and disturbing account of what had happened.
In the meantime Eighth Army's letter of 13 June made it clear
that a complacent view was not taken of what happened, that
mistakes had been made both in respect of the hand-overs of
non-Soviet nationals and the use of force, and that such mistakes
should not be repeated.

The LO's report on the Yugoslav hand-overs was rather more
anodyne, but here it must be remembered from a British point
of view the entire operation had gone smoothly, without any
need for direct use of force by British troops. As we have
discovered, 5 Corps did ask for reports from officers concerned
in the events following the Bleiburg surrender. But the horrific
consequences of the main Yugoslav hand-overs only began to
unfold when the prisoners had reached Yugoslavia out of sight
of their British escorts, and information on what subsequently
took place was not to reach the British or the Americans until
some time later.

It can certainly be argued that the AFHQ enquiry which followed
Dr Krek's protest on 7 June did not produce a very full or
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complete picture of what had happened. But it seems clear
from FM Alexander's eventual reply to Kirk on 14 August (he
could not deal with the anti-Tito Yugoslavs as he would have
liked') that there were aspects of these repatriations which
in other circumstances he would have preferred to avoid. And
in general, despite a reluctance to go too fully into the less
satisfactory aspects of what had happened, it is impossible
to sustain the charge that there was a systematic attempt to
deceive FM Alexander as to any aspect of the Yugoslav
hand-overs.

(xii) In later years key signals and other documents were deliberately
removed from official files to conceal what had happened.

Tolstoy's final, constantly reiterated point is that over the years,
indeed right up until the 1970's, key signals and other documents
were deliberately removed from official files in a systematic
effort to conceal what had happened in Austria in 1945, which
is why these documents are now missing. [t is true that some
signals and documents are missing from British files, and in
many cases we have only been able to find these from archives
in Washington and elsewhere. But we have found no evidence
whatever to indicate that the missing documents have been
removed in any systematic attempt at concealment, or that
they have been destroyed for any sinister reason. The weeding
out of official archives to save space has been a routine process
over the years, and it is singularly unfortunate that in this
particular case documents which would have proved important
and valuable have been unwittingly thrown away. Nevertheless
the most significant documents which has been missing from
British files, and which was only discovered in Washington
(initially at Tolstoy's own instigation) subsequent to the
publication of The Minister and the Massacres, is the 6 March
letter from AFHQ defining a Soviet citizen. I[f anyone had
reason to conceal what happened in Austria in 1945, this is
the one document which should not have been destroyed, since
it makes clear that, contrary to all conjecture, there was no
specific instruction to screen out emigres. The same applies
to the subsequent AFHQ letters of 7 March and 15 March on
the same subject; and also to the notes on the AFHQ/Eighth
Army conferences on 26-27 May which make clear that
ultimately 5 Corps received full authorization both for the
hand-overs themselves and for the methods by which it intended
to carry them out. All these documents which refute the
'conspiracy' theory are missing from British files, but were
found in 1989 in the Kirk archives in Washington.

NATIONAL SECURITY AND THE FUTURE 4 (9) 2008.

Four other specific cases of documents discovered in the course of
our investigation are of particular interest :

(i) On p 94 of The Minister and the Massacres, in the course of
speculating on the decision not to hand over the Ukrainian
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Prilog br. 37: Nikolai Tolstoy, ,Damned by Macmillan's

own diary“, The Times, 27. studenoga 1990.
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Prilog br. 38: Stephan Ward ,,Inquiry clears Macmillan of
,war crimes“, The Independent, 19. studenoga 1990.

 THE INDEPENDENT

Friday 19 October 1990

Inquiry clears
Macmillan of
‘war crimes’

THE CONCLUSIONS of a four-
year investigation published yes-
terday cleared Harold Macmillan,
the late Lord Stockton, of a con-
spiracy to defy British government
policy in 1945 by sending 70,000
anti-communist Russians and Yu-
goslavs either to their deaths or to
labour camps.

Lord Stockton, a former Prime
Minister, was British Minister
Resident in the Mediterranean
area at the end of the war.

The report, by four individuals
who financed their own research,
describes the repatriations from
Allied-occupied Austria as a cor-
rect implementation of an un-
pleasant but justifiable policy.

This derived largely from the
Yalta Agreement, signed between
the Allied powers and ratified by
the British War Cabinet. Without
that agreement, British prisoners
of war liberated by Soviet forces
would not have been freed.

The authors make no moral
judgements. They publish a vol-
ume of facsimile documents they
uncovered, and say people can
now draw their own conclusions.

They did not consider oral testi-
mony of surviving participants, ex-
cept to “help them establish the
context of a document”.

Count Nikolai Tolstoy, the prin-

.cipal source of the allegations

apzainst Lord Stockton, questioned
the @uthors’ impartiality.

By Stephen Ward

Brigadier Anthony Cowgill, the
chairman, was an officer in Ger-
many at the time, and later met
some of the officers involved. He
instigated the private inquiry in
1986 when Count Tolstoy’s second
book, The Minister and the Massa-
cre, was published. Lord Brimelow
was a second secretary in the For-
eign Office at the time. Christo-
pher Booker had written on the
subject, and his sister, Serena, who
died in 1982, worked on an official
biography of Lord Stockton.

Count Tolstoy said: “We will
never get to the bottom of this
without professional historians
being called in instead of people
like these with an axe to grind.”

The inquiry also cleared Lord
Aldington, who was awarded
£1.5m libel damages last year
against Count Tolstoy and Nigel
Watts over a pamphlet describing
him as a war criminal.

The fourth member of the
group, Brigadier Teddy Tryon-
‘Wilson, was senior administrative
officer of one of the units involved
in the repatriations. He withdrew
from the group when they came to
write their conclusions.

Bl The Repatriations From Austria
will be published by Sinclair-Ste-
venson on 22 October. It costs
£19.95, the documents £24.95.
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